Stanko R anch

PDR Project #102
Project Completion: March 2000
Total Acres: 141.2

The Land: The Stanko ranch is located approximately four
miles west of Steamboat Springs and is surrounded by rural
residential land and large working ranches. The land is visible from County Road 33 and US Highway 40. This parcel
consists of open hay meadows and riparian areas, of which
about 90 percent is irrigated. Approximately one-half mile
of the Yampa River winds through the property, surrounded
by fertile hay meadows, upland areas, bluffs, and rich riparian areas. A variety of wildlife utilizes patches of undisturbed habitat along the Yampa. Part of a nearly
700-acre ranch, this land would have had prime development potential. The Stanko ranch was the first
funded project of the Purchase of Development Rights Program.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Farmland
Protection Program, Legacy (GOCO)
Total Funding per Acre: $2,863
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,446

Total Project Value: $655,193
The Applicant: The Stankos are the third generation to live on and operate the ranch, which was
established in 1907. They are involved in numerous volunteer endeavors within the community
and Routt County and are passionately committed
to agriculture and conservation. Their desire was to
be able to continue their agricultural operation
while ensuring an open space legacy contribution
for the community.

$251,000 (37%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$200,000 (31%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$4,193 (1%)

$200,000 (31%)

PDR Funded

PDR Conservation

“People are always talking about
preserving ag land and open space.
We are not talking, we are committing.”
-Jim & Jo Stanko
Photo by Yampa Valley Land
P D R P r o g re s s Re p o rt

PDR Project #103

Warren R anch

Project Completion: November 2000
Total Acres: 1,590

The Land: The entire 1,590-acre Warren ranch, located in
the upper Elk River Valley north of Mad Creek Canyon,
was preserved. The property is located on County road 129
and is highly visible to residents and visitors traveling to
Steamboat Lake. It contains about 620 acres of irrigated
land and nearly two miles of the upper Elk River and had
historically been used for hay production and grazing cattle.
In addition to maintaining an existing, viable ranching operation, this project protected critical wildlife habitat by preserving a significant length of river and upland area. The ranch supports a unique narrow leaf cottonwood/thin leaf alder riparian forest that
provides habitat for the threatened Sandhill cranes and Bald eagles.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Farmland
Protection Program, GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $1,266
PDR Funding per Acre: $323

Total Project Value: $5,088,000

The Applicant: This ranch had been in the Warren
family for over 47 years. It was the desire of the
owner that the ranch remain an active, agriculturally
productive property. The preservation of such a
large working ranch, as well as the dramatic vistas,
wildlife and historical structures made this an extremely significant achievement in the upper Elk
River area.

$3,075,000 (61%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$1,500,000 (29%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$13,000 (<1%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$500,000 (10%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“It has always been the deep abiding desire of my
husband Forrest and myself to see that this property
always remains a ranch. I want to know that years
from now someone will be gathering their cattle
come fall and listen to the elk bugle...”
-Ruth Warren
Photo by Yampa Valley Land
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

Wilhelm R anch

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Division of
Wildlife (DOW)
Total Funding per Acre: $917
PDR Funding per Acre: $764

PDR Project #104
Project Completion: September 2000
Total Acres: 325

The Land: The Wilhelm property is located on Copper
Ridge, overlooking the lower Elk River Valley, north of
Steamboat Springs. The property is visible from County road
129. This parcel has immense open space value, providing
important winter range for big game. With the exception of
the northern border, which is adjacent to National Forest,
the property is surrounded by large and small lot developments that have put pressure on wildlife populations in the
area.

Total Project Value: $683,156

The Applicant: This property has been in the Wilhelm family since 1942, and it was the owner’s
strong desire to preserve open space and the critical
wildlife habitat that is rapidly disappearing in an
area of residential development. The family has
operated a hunting and guiding business based on
the property since 1943. The ranch also contains
additional acreage that is used for hay production
and raising horses.

$385,000 (57%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$8,156 (1%)
PDR Funded Transaction Costs

$50,000 (7%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$240,000 (35%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“I have made a big commitment to keeping
this land as open space for my children and
grandchildren and great grandchildren...”
-Patsy Wilhelm

Photo by Yampa Valley Land
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

PDR Project #105

Robinson R anch

Project Completion: February 2000
Total Acres: 111.87

The Land: Located in the lower Elk River Valley, the Robinson ranch is in an area that is severely threatened by residential development. The property is visible from County
road 44 and includes about one-quarter mile of the Elk River. Part of a 446-acre ranch, the land under conservation is
a prime agricultural resource and provides valuable riparian
wildlife habitat. The property is leased to an adjacent landowner who grows grass hay, alfalfa, and grain to supplement his operation. The easement acreage includes hay meadows and riparian forest.
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: Farmland
Protection Program (FPP)
Total Funding per Acre: $3,504
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,967

Total Project Value: $695,000

The Applicant: This ranch has been in the Robinson
family for four generations and was inherited by the
current owners from their grandfather in 1994. The
owners desired to protect the property from development and see that it remained in agricultural production as they had known it all of their lives. By their
conservation action, they hope to encourage more
preservation in the lower Elk River Valley.

$303,000 (43%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$0 (%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$172,000 (25%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$220,000 (32%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“We would love to see the lower Elk River Valley
remain in agriculture as we have known it all our
lives. In view of the recent development in the area, we
hope our easement will be the start of a larger protected
area before the parcels are carved up too much.”
-Rob George
Photo by The Nature Conservancy
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

Higby R anch

PDR Project #106
Project Completion: August 2001
Total Acres: 261.94

The Land: Located about 10 miles north of Steamboat
Springs, this entire 261.94-acre ranch was placed under conservation easement. The property is visible from County
road 129 and consists of productive hay meadows, floodplain and an ecologically significant riparian corridor that
supports a variety of wildlife species. About 200 acres of the
property are irrigated hay meadow. The Higby ranch is
leased to other area ranches and contains over one-half mile
of the lower Elk River. The property provides ideal habitat for numerous wildlife species including elk,
deer, and bear.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $1,046
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,046

Total Project Value: $487,666

The Applicant: This property has been in the family since 1984 and represents a continuation of four
generations of the Higby family ranching in Colorado. The owner’s mother was born in Steamboat
Springs in 1914 and raised on a ranch near Craig.
The owner grew up on a large ranch in central
Colorado, which had to be sold to pay estate taxes.
The family’s intent in preserving this ranch is to
protect the property and their heirs from similar
consequences. The owner also feels strongly that
the property should remain an active, agriculturally productive entity that can coexist with wildlife.

$213,750 (44%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$12,666 (3%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$ (0%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$261,250 (53%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“I had always admired this special area because
of its natural beauty, and its water and hay
production. Now, with all of the recent
development and population influx, I can see that
all the things I liked so much are threatened.”
-William Higby
Photo by Yampa Valley Land
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Sickles Property

PDR Project #108
Project Completion: January 2002
Total Acres: 80

The Land: The Sickles property, located about 15 miles
south of Steamboat Springs on Blacktail Mountain, consists
of two parcels used primarily for grazing cattle. These parcels are highly visible from County road 18, Stagecoach Reservoir State Park, the community of Stagecoach, and BLM
and US Forest Service lands. The majority of the property
contains sagebrush vegetation with rock outcroppings and
open meadows. The property lies within the ecologically
significant Yampa River corridor, which supports a variety of wildlife from elk and grouse to Golden
and Bald eagles.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Great
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
Total Funding per Acre: $4,909
PDR Funding per Acre: $659

Total Project Value: $780,724

The Applicant: This property owner has a long history of ranching in Routt County, with the family
originally arriving in 1898. The family owns and operates a large ranch in Pleasant Valley, of which this
conserved acreage is a part. The family has long
been ardent supporters of conservation and has
placed over 900 additional acres under conservation
easement. On this property, the owner made a generous donation of nearly 50 percent of the value of
the conservation easement.

$388,000 (49%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$4,724 (1%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$340,000 (44%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$48,000 (6%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“This [conservation] plan grew out of our
concern for an ever-diminishing habitat for
wildlife, a loss of open space and a shrinking
land base for productive agriculture in the
Pleasant Valley area.”
Photo by Yampa Valley Land

-Bill Gay
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

PDR Project #109

T&T Land & Cattle

Project Completion: December 2002
Total Acres: 240

The Land: Southeast of Hayden, the T&T Land and Cattle
Company consists of 225 acres of farmland and 15 acres of
pasture wetland. Located within two miles of the Hayden
airport, near County road 51, this part of Routt County is
experiencing considerable development pressure. The property is agriculturally valuable and ecologically significant for
Sandhill cranes and other wild bird species, and is within a
mile of active Columbian sharp-tail and Greater Sage-grouse
leks. The parcel is adjacent to private lands currently enrolled in CRP and approximately 500 acres of
State Land Board property. About 15 percent of this parcel is cultivated each year in oats and alfalfa,
with some of the crop sold locally.
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO)
Total Funding per Acre: $353
PDR Funding per Acre: $249

Total Project Value: $214,795

The Applicant: The landowners intend to use the
PDR funds to improve the agricultural viability of
the property along with the wildlife habitat. Their
hope is to create a model of farming in a manner
that is compatible with cranes and grouse, while
keeping the property in the family. They plan to
improve the property by protecting and enhancing
wildlife habitat, experimenting with various crops,
and improving and protecting the soils and water
resources. The owner’s donation to this conservation effort is among the highest percentage to date.

$130,000 (60%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$4,795 (2%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$25,000 (12%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$55,000 (26%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“With the assistance of PDR funding we can keep
the entire property in family ownership, establish
agricultural uses which are economically viable
and compatible with wildlife and improve the soils
and water resources on the property.”
-Richard Tremaine
Photo by The Nature Conservancy
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

PDR Project #110

Combs Property

Project Completion: November 2001
Total Acres: 23.34

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust,
City of Steamboat Springs
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO,
City of Steamboat Springs
Total Funding per Acre: $19,409
PDR Funding per Acre: $6,855

The Land: This significant natural area is located within the
City of Steamboat Springs, just south of downtown. The
project constitutes a key piece of the city’s ongoing effort to
preserve Howelsen Hill and Emerald Mountain. The property extends from the Yampa River (near Emerald Park) up
towards Howelsen Hill meadow and includes a prominent
bluff and natural open space area that is highly visible
throughout the city. The sandstone outcroppings are geologically significant, representing the interface of the Rocky Mountains and the Green River/Piceance
Basin. Valuable riparian habitat along the Yampa River was also preserved.
The Applicant: It was the desire of the landowners
to prevent intrusive development in this highly visible terrain within the Howelsen Hill open space. The
protection of wildlife habitat was also important to
the landowners. Public access will be allowed on this
parcel as part of the Howelsen Hill trail system. Although a relatively small parcel, the geologic, wildlife, and recreational value of this project, combined
with the fact that the adjacent lands were already
conserved, made this a key project for PDR funding.

Total Project Value: $747,500
$294,500
(39%)
In-Kind Appli-

$293,000 (39%)
Federal, State,
Local Funding

$5,000 (1%)
PDR Funded
Transaction

$155,000 (21%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“Placing a conservation easement on the property would protect the
natural areas on the property and the natural areas on adjacent
lands on Howelsen Hill and Emerald Mountain and preserve an
important scenic view from Highway 40 and County road 14.
Further, it will buffer conserved open space and natural areas from
residential development.”
-David & Marian Combs
Photo by Yampa Valley Land
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PDR Project #111

Fulton R anch

Project Completion: June 2003
Total Acres: 1,130

The Land: This project preserved the entire 1,130-acre Fulton ranch, located 15 miles north of Hayden. The ranch
ranges in elevation from 7,000 to 8,000 feet, and is visible
from four County roads, as well as California Park and US
Forest Service lands. The ranch consists primarily of open
meadows, aspen groves, and sage-oak hillsides. The historic
Elkhead Schoolhouse and Teacherage lie on an in-holding
on the ranch. There are several ponds, springs, and small
creeks on the property. The ranch supports several species of wildlife and serves as a critical migration
route and calving ground for elk. Although used for sheep and cattle production, the ranch has been
intentionally under-grazed in recent years to provide improved forage and wildlife habitat. The ranch
is leased for hunting in the fall.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Yampa
Valley Land Trust
Total Funding per Acre: $384
PDR Funding per Acre: $383

The Applicant: This ranch has been in the Fulton
family for 97 years. It was the owner’s desire to ensure that the ranch remains agriculturally productive and managed in the way that supports critical
habitat for wildlife. Its preservation will enable
continuation of the rich ranch history that the family has had in Routt County. The owner appreciates
the value of a healthy balance between ranchland
and natural areas gained through sound range
management practices.

Total Project Value: $778,000
$344,250 (44%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$13,000 (2%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$708 (<1%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$420,041 (54%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“Because of its location, the Fulton Ranch serves
as a migration corridor for elk and deer. Every
native animal, except moose, use the Fulton
property for nesting and rearing of young.”
-Charles Fulton

Photo by Yampa Valley Land
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Turner/Trull
R anch

PDR Project #113
Project Completion: December 2004
Total Acres: 747

The Land: This entire ranch in the Lower Elk River Valley
was placed in conservation easement. With hay meadow,
cattle grazing and wildlife habitat, it lies in a future housing
growth corridor and will now forever be an important open
space buffer. The property consists of open meadows and
rolling hillsides, a portion of which is located within the De
Cora Gulch. The irrigated and sub irrigated meadows have
been used for agricultural purposes for over ninety years.
Trull Ranch still contains some of the original ranch structures.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $719
PDR Funding per Acre: $630

The Applicant: The Trull family homesteaded this
property over a century ago. It was the owner’s desire to see her family’s legacy in the Valley continued by protecting the land for wildlife and the continuation of agricultural uses. Maxine Turner is a
fourth generation native of Routt County and great
granddaughter to John Trull, whose brother was
the original homesteader of the Town of Trull, located at the base of Elk Mountain (aka Sleeping
Giant).

Total Project Value: $1,053,000
$516,081 (49%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$66,000 (6%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$13,000 (1%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$457,919 (44%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“It is my deep desire to see that the Trull Ranch,
which has been in my family for over a century, will
be protected for future family. It is now my
opportunity to pass on a legacy..”
- Maxine Turner

Photo by Yampa Valley Land
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Acord R anch

PDR Project #114
Project Completion: December 2004
Total Acres: 1,400

The Land: This land is a major portion of the 2,418 acre
Acord Land & Cattle Ranch that is located south of the
town of Yampa along Brinker Creek. Consisting of hay
meadows, grazing land and important wildlife habitat, this
project is a key conservation effort in South Routt County.
The ranch is highly visible from Hwy 131, and located near
the Flat Tops Wilderness area. The property supports a variety of wildlife and habitat including elk, deer, Columbian
sharp-tail grouse, greater sage grouse, mountain and western bluebird, red-tail hawk, golden and bald
eagles.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO,
NRCS
Total Funding per Acre: $352
PDR Funding per Acre: $224

The Applicant: The Acord family wanted to
conserve the long history of the family ranch and
provide a lasting agricultural operation as well as
a place for wildlife into the future. The generous
owner contribution to the project attests to the
family's genuine attachment to the land. The
family moved to Routt County in 1966 and over
the years have created one of the most productive and efficient family cattle ranches is south
Routt County.

Total Project Value: $938,000
$445,000 (48%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$13,000 (1%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$180,000 (19%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$300,000 (32%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“Our ranch is the icon that represents our family’s
story collectively … The one common thread that
binds us all together is the love of the land.”
- Duane Acord

Photo by Yampa Valley Land
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PDR Project #116

Lafarge

Sponsor: The City of Steamboat
Springs
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO,
Colorado DOW
Total Funding per Acre: $9,081
PDR Funding per Acre: $340

Project Completion: November 2004
Total Acres: 103

The Land: This project is the result of a 10 year community
effort by multiple partners to secure this key river and riparian area for wildlife, waterfowl and open space. The land is
highly visible from not only Hwy 40, but also from Hwy 131
and RCR 14. It has potential for public recreation and fishing with river access and a 50 acre pond.

The Applicant: The City of Steamboat Springs
has teamed with the Colorado Division of Wildlife, Great Outdoors Colorado and the Yampa
River System Legacy Project to ensure acquisition of the land and to place a conservation easement on 100% of the property. What could have
been an expanded gravel pit operation will now
be a scenic attribute to the valley floor.

Total Project Value: $1,239,340
$304,000 (24.5%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$900,340 (72,7%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$0
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$35,000 (2.8%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“We are thrilled to have accomplished this. It is a model
for the state and northwest Colorado.”
- Linda Kakela
Photo by City of Steamboat Springs
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Semotan R anch

PDR Project #119
Project Completion: December 2005
Total Acres: 132.04

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other funding agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $ 1,124
PDR Funding per Acre: $ 1,124

The Land: The Semotan property is a 132 acre parcel of
land located in an area of Routt County historically known
as Long Gulch. Long Gulch, on RCR 56, is surrounded by
agricultural land and rural residential home sites and is in
close proximity to fifteen other conserved properties, US Forest Service land, BLM land and State of
Colorado land. It was once part of a much larger ranch where the family raised registered Hereford
cattle along with registered quarter horses. It is primarily pastureland with some trees and wildlife use
including black bear, mountain lion, mule deer, elk and grouse.
The Applicant: The Semotan family has been
ranching in Routt County since 1886. In addition to
a hay and cattle operation, the family established an
internationally famous Quarter horse operation.
The Long Gulch Schoolhouse, where the current
owner, Josephine Semotan attended first grade, and
its Teacherage are located on the Semotan property
and have already received historic designation from
Historic Routt County. The owner's dedication to
ranch lands preservation is evident by her significant
contribution of a major portion of this easement value as a donation.

Total Project Value: $493,000
$344,625 (70%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$ 13,000 ( 2.6%)
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$ 0 ( 0%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$135,375 (27.5%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“We want so much to prevent this land we love so
much from being broken up at some hard time in
the future”
~Jo Semotan

Photo by Yampa Valley Land
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Wolf Mountain
R anch

PDR Project #121A
Project Completion: November 2005
Total Acres: 496

Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO,
Preserving Colorado Landscape Legacy, TNC
Total Funding per Acre: $2577
PDR Funding per Acre: $504

The Land: This land consists of 496 acres owned by
Pirtlaw Partners, Ltd and managed as part of their
large 22,000 acre ranching operation. The acreage is
made up of 365 acres of riparian lands along the
Yampa River across from the Carpenter Ranch and a
131 acre extension of upland sagebrush shrub land
conserved in project 121B, which is not only highly
visible from U.S. Highway 40 just east of the Carpenter Ranch, but is adjacent to RCR 70. The riparian area supports elk, deer, bald eagles and
sandhill cranes, and the uplands area is important habitat for Grouse.
Total Project Value: $1,481,000

The Applicant: The land owner has committed to additional conservation of adjoining lands to preserve this important
acreage as part of an overall ranch management plan.

$202,750 (13.7%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$0
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$1,028,250 (69.4%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$250,000 (16.9%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“This easement enhances all species that depend on
that riparian habitat and upland area."
~Geoff Blakeslee

Photo by The Nature Conservancy
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Wolf Mountain
R anch
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $1,194
PDR Funding per Acre: $195

PDR Project #121b
Project Completion: September 2005
Total Acres: 1,281

The Land: This is a large and very visible parcel from not
only Hwy 40 near YVRA but RCR 70 and is adjacent to the
Carpenter Ranch. It includes riparian areas and hay meadows as well as upland grouse habitat. The land also represents critical habitat for many species including elk, deer,
bald eagles and sandhill cranes. The easement will also
preserve a corridor of globally rare narrow leaf cottonwood,
box elder and red-osier dogwood as well as a considerable
portion of the river channel itself.

Total Project Value: $1,793,950

The Applicant: The land owner has committed to additional conservation of adjoining
lands to preserve this important acreage as part
of an overall ranch management plan

$263,750 (15%)
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution

$0
PDR Funded
Transaction Costs

$1,280,200 (71%)
Federal, State, Local
Funding

$250,000 (14%)
PDR Conservation
Funding

“Without the far sighted dedication and commitment of
Routt County citizens who support protection of
important lands and waters, Routt County would not be
as rural nor as naturally beautiful and rich as it is today.”
~Ann Oliver

Photo by The Nature Conservancy
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Crawford
R anch
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: YVLT &
Wetlands Mitigation Fund
Total Funding per Acre: $872.
PDR Funding per Acre: $815.

PDR Project #122
Project Completion: April 2006
Total Acres: 568

The Land: This project includes two separate parcels of the
2,100 acre C-Cross-C Ranch which is adjacent to other conserved properties and is close to Stagecoach State Park and
just South of the Town of Oak Creek. One of the parcels is
99 acres and is along one mile of the Yampa River. The remaining acreage in the easement is forest land on Thorpe
Mountain.

The Applicant: The original ranch property was
purchased by George Crawford in 1914. He was
one of the first town Marshals for Steamboat
Springs. His descendant Cynthia Crawford is revitalizing the ranch, running a cow-calf operation and
continuing a nearly century long tradition. The significant owner contribution has made this preservation project possible.

Total Project Value: $968,000.00
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$472,500 (49.6%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$23,000.00 (2%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$32,500.00 (3.4%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$440,000.00 (45%)

“My goal is to keep this ranch like my Dad wanted it.
He loved this place and so do I.”
-Cynthia Crawford

Photo by Yampa Valley Land
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Steamboat Springs
Four nier

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
and City of Steamboat Springs
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO,
City of Steamboat Springs, Colorado
Conservation Trust
Total Funding per Acre: $44,198.

PDR Project #125
Project Completion: June 2006
Total Acres: 13

The Land: Formerly owned by Jim and Ann Fournier, this
riverfront acreage is on the west side of Steamboat Springs,
south of U.S. HWY 40. The parcel includes a half mile
bank along the Yampa River. It is an important natural area
within the city limits and will provide appropriate public access for fishing, wildlife watching and environmental education. It will also protect an important public view corridor
of the Yampa River and Emerald Mountain.

The Applicant: The City of Steamboat Springs
has teamed with Great Outdoors Colorado, the
Colorado Conservation Trust and the Routt
County Purchase of Development Rights Program to ensure acquisition of this important and
highly visual natural area for the enjoyment of
all. Acquisition of this parcel was identified in
the original plan for the Yampa River Legacy
Project.

Total Project Value: $579,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$0.

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$10,000 (1.7%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$434,000 (75%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$135,000 (23.3%)

“The last thing we wanted was this piece of river
being built to the edge with houses.”
-Jim Fournier

Photo by The City of Steamboat Springs
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Wolf Mtn.
2a.& 2b.

PDR Project #129
Project Completion: December 2007
Total Acres:2711

The Land: The Wolf Mtn. Ranch project is located approx.
20 miles west of Steamboat Springs, where the resort comSponsor: The Nature Conservancy
munity, driven by commercial and residential development,
Other Funding Agencies: CDOW
gives way to cattle ranches, irrigated hay meadows and disTotal Funding per Acre: $712.
persed ranchette-style development. This project is part of a
multi-phased conservation project. In 2005 1,767 acres of
PDR Funding per Acre: $139.
hay meadows, cottonwood forests and the ridge that dominates the northeastern view shed from Carpenter Ranch and
Hwy 40 was conserved, which bothers this new 2,711-acre conservation easement. This property
hosts one of the largest population of habitat for the Columbian sharp-tail, Greater sage grouse, and
large game species which is important not only on a local and regional level, but on a federal level as
well.
The Applicant: The Waltrip Family have
owned this property for over 25 years. During
that time, the property has been an important
view shed area along HWY40 and the community of Hayden. The historic use of the property
has been ranching, which the family continues to
run. Mr. Waltrip is very committed to this conservation project, in which he generously donated over 50 percent of the value of the conservation easement.

Total Project Value: $3,896,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,965,000.

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$8,000 (.2%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$1,554,000 (39.9%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$369,000 (9.5%)

“This is a tremendous conservation opportunity, and I
am pleased that DOW and Routt County had the vision
and dedication to make this happen.”
-Geoff Blakeskee, TNC

Photo by The Nature Conservancy
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

Ross R anch

PDR Project #130
Project Completion: December 2007
Total Acres: 170

The Land: The Ross Ranch is adjacent to significant public
recreational properties, notably Pearl Lake State Park and
the Routt National Forest. The primary scenic feature of
the Ross Ranch is the unobstructed views of a working agricultural ranch in the upper Elk River Valley. The property
is also highly visible to travelers on RCR 209 and RCR
209A approaching Pearl Lake State Park. The property consist of a mix of open meadows, forested hillsides and two
stream corridors which are used for agriculture and recreation. This property was first homesteaded in
1928 by Charles Trullinger
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $488.
PDR Funding per Acre: $488.

The Applicant: The Rosses have owned this
property for over 21 years. They are year-round
residents and use the property for cattle grazing
and hay production. Since taking ownership,
they have made many improvements to the property which enhanced its agricultural productivity.
By their continued dedication to their ranch and
constant improvements, they have enabled the
continuation of agricultural uses on their ranch
for future generations, as well as protecting a
most important wildlife habitat.

Total Project Value: $869,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$786,000. (90.5%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (1.5%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ (0%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$70,000 (8%)

“The owners of the ranch have contributed 92% of the
easement’s value and have protected their land very
quietly, but they are very proud of their stewardship of
the land, as they should be.”
-C.J. Mucklow

Photo by Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust
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PDR Project #133

Bull Pasture

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $1,678.
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,614.

Project Completion: October 2008
Total Acres: 236

The Land: The Bull Pasture parcel, owned by Pat & Sharon O’Toole is the first conservation easement in the Little
Snake River Valley in North Routt County. The land borders the Little Snake River and is adjacent to and highly visible from County Road 129. This land is an integral part of
a large and complex ranching operation and provides valuable habitat to a wide array of wildlife species.

The Applicant: The family has been ranching in
the Little Snake River Valley since 1881. Three
generations of the family are currently active in
the on-site management of their ranching operation, and this parcel has been part of the ranch
since the early 1950’s. The owners have made a
generous contribution of just over 50% of the value of the conservation easement.

Total Project Value: $768,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$372,000. (48.4%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (1.7%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$15,000 (2%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$368,000 (47.9%)

“Our valley is under tremendous pressure from both
subdivision and energy development. We see this as the
first step in protecting the agricultural nature of the
upper valley.”
-Pat & Sharon O’Toole

Photo by Colorado Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust
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Steamboat Springs
Biedenhar n

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
and City of Steamboat Springs
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO,
City of Steamboat Springs and Colorado Conservation Trust
Total Funding per Acre: $19,601.

PDR Project #134
Project Completion: December 2008
Total Acres: 35.1

The Land: This parcel is highly visible above the Yampa
River and River Road and adjacent to the City of Steamboat
Springs. It includes approximately 2,000 linear feet (both
sides) of the Yampa River, riparian areas and wetlands.
Preservation of this parcel links thousands of acres of conserved lands and public land on Emerald Mountain and expands the city owned Howelsen Park Open Space Area,
providing critical wildlife habitat in the urban area.

The Applicant: The City of Steamboat Springs
purchased this parcel and placed a conservation
easement on 100% of the property, affording
public access for trails, fishing, wildlife watching
and environmental education, and committing to
minimal impact of improvements, which will be
limited to soft trails, limited signage and no facilities.

Total Project Value: $963,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$ (0%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 675,000. (70.1%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (1.4%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$275,000 (28.5%)

“Since 1990, the City has undertaken a bold initiative
to protect the Yampa River throughout our urbanizing
area. The acquisition of this parcel is an important
piece of this visionary project.”
-Loui Antonucci, President, Steamboat Springs City
Council
Photo by: City of Steamboat Springs
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PDR Project #136

Wolf Mtn.
Phase 3

Project Completion: May 2009
Total Acres: 1,613

The Land: The Wolf Mtn. Ranch project is located approx.
20 miles west of Steamboat Springs, where the resort community, driven by commercial and residential development,
gives way to cattle ranches, irrigated hay meadows and dispersed ranchette-style development. This is the third phase
of easements on the Wolf Mountain Ranch. This current
conservation easement will conserve an additional 1,613
acres of this biologically significant landscape. Together
with Phase 1, completed in 2005, and Phase 2, completed in 2007, over 6,100 acres of the ranch’s cottonwood forest, hay meadows, and sagebrush hills have been conserved.
Sponsor: The Nature Conversancy
Other Funding Agencies: CDOW
Total Funding per Acre: $749.
PDR Funding per Acre: $191.

The Applicant: The Waltrip Family have owned
this property for over 25 years. During that time,
the property has been an important view shed
area along HWY40 and the community of Hayden. The historic use of the property has been
ranching, which the family continues to run.
Mr. Waltrip is very committed to this conservation project, in which he generously donated
over 50 percent of the value of the conservation
easement.

Total Project Value: $2,427,218.27
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$ 1,218,274.25

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$7,218.27 (.3%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 901,293.75 (37.1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$300,432. (12.4%)

“This is a tremendous conservation opportunity, and I
am pleased that The Division of Wildlife and Routt
County had the vision and dedication to make this
happen. Without this partnership, we would not have
been able to conserve these special natural areas for
future generations of Coloradoans to enjoy.”
Photo by: TNC
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Elkhead R anch

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $620.
PDR Funding per Acre: $620.

PDR Project #132
Project Completion: August 2009
Total Acres: 645

The Land: The Elkhead Ranch is one of the oldest
ranches in Routt County. Homesteaded in 1883, the

Ranch once served as the center of the Elkhead community. At one point, the Ranch headquarters contained the
post office and community school. The Ranch was officially granted historical designation by the Routt County
Historical Society in 1996. The Elkhead Ranch is comprised of irrigated hay meadows, riparian
areas along Elkhead Creek and sage-dominated rangelands.
The Applicant: Heather Stirling and her family
have owned this ranch for nearly 34 years. They
run and manage an active cattle operation on the
3,950-acre ranch. Her intent is to pass the ranch
down to future generations who will run the operation. A 1,000-acre easement has already been
placed under conservation, which demonstrates
Ms. Stirling’s commitment to conservation.

Total Project Value: $1,180,500
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$ 780,500. (66%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$400,000. (34%)

“Protecting ranches like the historic Elkhead Ranch will
help to ensure that the ranching heritage of Routt
County is preserved for future generations”
~ Chris West, Executive Director of the Colorado
Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust

Photo by: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
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Howe R anch

PDR Project #140
Project Completion: October 2009
Total Acres: 617

The Land: The Howe Ranch is located 15 miles north of
Hayden along Routt County Road 56. It’s comprised of irrigated hay meadows, riparian areas along Calf Creek and
sage-dominated rangelands. Calf Creek traverses the property for approximately two miles and is lined with mature
cottonwoods and willows. The Ranch provides important
habitat for numerous wildlife species including elk, deer,
pronghorn, black bear, mountain lion, bobcat, fox, sandhill
cranes, Columbian sharp-tail grouse and greater sage grouse.
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $426.
PDR Funding per Acre: $426.

The Applicant: Cal and Penny Howe have
owned and operated the ranch since 1976. It is
their primary objective to see that the ranch is
productive agriculture in perpetuity. Furthermore, it is their intention to pass the ranch down
to their children and future generations who will
embrace the agricultural heritage of Routt County and the Elkhead region.

Total Project Value: $783,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$ 520,000. (66.4%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$25,000 (<4%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (1.7%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$250,000 (32%)

“We live in a special place and we very much want to see it
continue to look as it has for the past century. The support of
the funders and the work of the Colorado Cattlemen’s
Agricultural Land Trust will go a long way in ensuring that
we can pass our ranch on to our children and future
generations that see the value in agriculture and wildlife
habitat.”
Photo by: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
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A.W. Salisbury

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $1,162.
PDR Funding per Acre: $383.

PDR Project #131
Project Completion: December 2009
Total Acres: 770

The Land: This property is part of the original A.W. Salisbury homestead and has been in the family since 1881. Located in the far northern region of Routt County it is a combination of meadows, hillsides and riparian corridor. The
Little Snake River flows through the ranch for more than a
mile and the ranch provides superb wildlife habitat and is
highly visible from RCR 129.

The Applicant: The O’Toole family, direct descendents of A.W. Salisbury, actively operate
their ranch, raising cattle, sheep and horses.
They are accomplished stewards of the land and
intend to ensure future family generations working presence on the land.

Total Project Value: $1,701,425
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$806,425. (47.4%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 600,000. (35.3%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$282,000 (16.6%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (<1%)

“ This easement allows us to meet our goals of keeping
this part of our landscape intact. We are excited that
this is part of a larger vision to protect the upper Little
Snake River Valley.”
~ Sharon Salisbury O’Toole

Photo by: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

PDR Project #137

G-Five R anch

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $1,121.
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,121.

Project Completion: December 2009
Total Acres: 234.70

The Land: Surrounded by private ranchland in agricultural
production, this acreage, located near the town of Yampa
off of and highly visible from RCR 7 and 7A, is an integral
part of a long standing family operation. Irrigated hay
meadow, it also is significant open space and valued wildlife
habitat.

The Applicant: Marieta Nelson and her son
Bobby George are members of a six generation
family working the land of their larger ranch.
Their incredibly generous contribution of over
72% of the value of this easement clearly demonstrates their conservation commitment.

Total Project Value: $951,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$688,000 (72.3%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ (%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (1.4%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$250,000 (26.3%)

“ We are excited to place an easement on our ranch and
protect our family’s ranching heritage in the Yampa
area. Placing the property unto easement will allow for
the land to remain a ranch forever.”
~ Bobby George

Photo by: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
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PDR Project #139

Focus R anch

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $1,420.
PDR Funding per Acre: $700.

Project Completion: December 2009
Total Acres: 590

The Land: Located on the Colorado and Wyoming border,
this important agricultural land and wildlife habitat is part of
a larger ranching operation in the Upper Little Snake River
Valley. Almost two miles of the Little Snake River flows
through the ranch and it is highly visible from RCR129.

The Applicant: Terry and Maureen Reidy actively operate their ranch including raising cattle
and running a dude ranch in the summer
months. They produce more than 400,000
pounds of beef each year. The owner’s willingness to preserve their entire ranch is testament to
their commitment to conservation.

Total Project Value: $1,347,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$509,000 (37.8%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 425,000. (31.6%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$400,000 (29.7%)

“We live in a special place and very much want to see it
continue to look as it has for the past century. The
support of the funders will go a long way to protect the
rich and unique lifestyle of the American West.”
~ Terry and Maureen Reidy

Photo by: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
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Del’s Triangle
T hree R anch

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $2,094.
PDR Funding per Acre: $2,094.

PDR Project #149
Project Completion: October 2010
Total Acres: 245

The Land: Located just north of Clark, Colorado, the 245
acre ranch consists of lush aspen hillsides and mixed montage shrublands, which provide important wildlife habitat
and are an integral part of preserving the integrity of the Elk
River watershed. This property sits along both sides of RCR
62, a principal access to Steamboat Lake State Park and the
Mount Zirkel Wilderness Area in Routt National Forest.

The Applicant: Raymond and Franziska Heid
run a scenic tourism and outfitting business with
their son and daughter-in-law. The family has
owned this property since 1962. The ranch attracts a large number of tourists and exposes
them to the western ranching heritage and the
scenery and wildlife of Routt County. The family’s hope is that guests of their ranch leave as advocates for the protection of working landscapes
and wild areas.

Total Project Value: $873,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$360,000. (41.2%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000. (1.5%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$500,000. (57.3%)

“We are very excited to place a conservation easement on our family’s
ranch. Not only does the protection of our ranch help sustain the
agricultural base of Routt County but it helps assure this valley will
remain unchanged, and that our tourism business will continue to
have a place to operate. It gives me and my father confidence that my
kids can grow up appreciating rural Routt County the way I did.”

~ Perk Heid
Photo by: H. Taylor
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Saddle Pocket R anch
Phase II

PDR Project #138
Project Completion: December 2010
Total Acres: 289.61

The Land: The ranch is located in the Little Snake River
Valley in northern Routt County. The almost 290-acre
ranch is part of the historic Salisbury Ranch and includes
one mile of the Little Snake River along RCR 129. The protected property is a mix of irrigated hay meadows and the
cottonwood lined Little Snake River, which set the stage for
the public’s view of the Little Snake River Valley and Squaw
Mountain from RCR 129. The ranch provides important
habitat for numerous wildlife species including elk, sage grouse, mule deer, pronghorn, mountain lion,
nesting sandhill cranes, bald eagles and Colorado River cutthroat trout.
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: NRCS
Total Funding per Acre: $1,771.
PDR Funding per Acre: $563.

The Applicant: The O’Toole family owns and
operates the ranch. They are direct descendents
of early homesteader, A.W. Salisbury, who arrived in the area in 1881. The property has
stayed in family ownership to this day with four
generations residing on the ranch ranging in age
from two months to 89 years. They steward the
ranch today raising cattle, sheep, horses and
dogs as well as running recreational and landscape reclamation businesses.

Total Project Value: $1,483,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$970,000. (65.4%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000. (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 350,000. (23.6%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$150,000. (10.1%)

“This gives four generations of our family members
certainty that our home ground will continue to serve as
productive agricultural land, wildlife habitat, and open
space.”
~ Sharon O’Toole

Photo by: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
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T he Har vey R anch

Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: FRPP
Total Funding per Acre: $1,015.
PDR Funding per Acre: $512.

PDR Project #142
Project Completion: December 2010
Total Acres: 992.70

The Land: The parcel consists of almost 1000 acres of important agricultural land and wildlife habitat in the Elk River Valley near Buck Mountain. The parcel is visible from
RCR 129 and RCR 56A and from several other areas as
well. It’s surrounded by other operating cattle ranches.
This property also has high ecological values including habitat for the Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, Greater sage
grouse, sandhill cranes, deer, antelope, and elk.

The Applicant: The Harvey family has been actively ranching in the Steamboat Springs area
since the 1960’s. They first purchased the Barber
Ranch, on Hwy 131, in the 1960’s. The family
later traded that ranch for a property owned by
the Studer family. The Harvey family added to
that property over the years, now the Harvey
Ranch, and has aggregated 3,800 acres of varied
terrain, including aspen conifer forests, native
mountain pasture, and open grasslands.

Total Project Value: $1,868,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$860,000. (46%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 500,000. (26.8%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$8,000. (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$500,000. (26.8%)

“My goal in proposing a conservation easement is to
protect both the agricultural values and the natural
features, especially the extraordinary wildlife habitat, for
future generations.”
~ Connie Harvey

Photo by: The Nature Conservancy
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T he Redmond
Home R anch

PDR Project #143
Project Completion: December 2010
Total Acres: 387.50

The Land: This property is located 4 miles due west of
Yampa, adjacent to Routt National Forest and close to the
Flat Tops Wilderness Area. The Redmond Home Ranch
provides habitat for a number of species of wildlife. Deer
and elk are prevalent and use the property as summer and
winter range. The property is used as a migration corridor
between vast USFS land to the west and production areas to
the east and south. The Redmond Home Ranch has historically been in agriculture and continues to operate as such today.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: YVLT
Total Funding per Acre: $1,468.
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,453.

The Applicant: The Redmond family has been
ranching on this property for over 90 years. The
property was first purchased, developed as a
ranch and managed by James and Elizabeth
Redmond. Now owned by his son, James (Jack)
and daughter-in-law Wanda Redmond. Jack assumed management of the ranch following the
death of his father in 1951. During his fifty-plus
years managing the Redmond Ranch, Jack has
cleared additional ground, developed more and
better irrigation ditches and hay meadows, and
adjudicated numerous springs. Their three children were born and raised on the ranch.

Total Project Value: $1,043,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$474,150. (45.5%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000. (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 5,850. (.6%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$550,000. (53%)

“We wish to see the Redmond Home Ranch remain in
traditional agricultural production while retaining its
unique open space topography and wildlife habitat.”
~ Jack and Wanda Redmond

Photo by: H. Taylor
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T he Smith R ancho

PDR Project #145
Project Completion: December 2010
Total Acres: 2495

The Land: The ranch is located north of the Town of Hayden. The parcel borders RCR 80 for two miles and is highly
visible from that roadway and portions are visible from Hwy
40. This parcel is part of a much larger ranch that supports
a significant agricultural operation. With few irrigated
acres, the land provides grazing and important wildlife habitat and is surrounded by four other major and active ranching operations, contributing to a large working landscape.
The Smith Rancho is comprised of montane sagebrush, gambel oak shrublands, and provides critical
wintering habitat for deer and elk.
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: TNC
Total Funding per Acre: $526.
PDR Funding per Acre: $486.

The Applicant: The Smith family has been living and working on the Smith Rancho since the
early 1900’s. Over five generations of the Smith
family have called this ranch home. In September 1996 the family marked a century of marketing crossbred mountain fat lambs on the ranch.

Total Project Value: $3,067,000
In-Kind Applicant
Federal, State, Local
Contribution
Funding
$1,755,000. (57.2%)
$ 100,000. (3.3%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$12,000. (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$1,200,000. (39.1%)

“We would like to continue to be an example of viable
ranching in Routt County and believe that conservation
easements are a good tool to help us do that.”
~ Brad Smith

Photo by: The Nature Conservancy
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T he Chew R anch

PDR Project #150
Project Completion: December 2010
Total Acres: 767.13

The Land: The parcel is part of a 4,000 acre ranching operation near Clark, Colorado and south of Steamboat Lake
State Park in the Upper Elk River Valley. Primarily surrounded by agricultural operations and near many previously conserved ranches, this property not only provides significant grazing opportunity but has excellent wildlife habitat.
The ranch is used as a spring and fall staging area for cattle
and sheep and is the gateway to the family’s extensive grazing permits on public lands. The property sets the background for the views the public has across the
protected hay meadows which line the Elk River along RCR 129 for about five miles.
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $1,842.
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,060.

The Applicant: Dean Chew, who passed away
several years ago, was the patriarch of the family
and purchased the Chew ranch holdings in 1955.
Dean was committed to the ranching lifestyle
and was part of the early conservation movement
in the Upper Elk River Valley. The Chew’s are a
close knit and extensive family consisting of
Dean’s widow, Laura, their three daughters,
Renee, Queeda, and Ladean, four sons, Scott,
Doak, Neil and Alan, and many grandchildren.

Total Project Value: $2,263,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$850,000 (37.6%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 600,000. (26.5%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$800,000 (35.4%)

“This ranch has been in our family for over fifty years
and the conservation easement will assure that rich
heritage is protected for future generations to
appreciate.”
~Scott Chew

Photo by: H. Taylor
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Y/Y Nelson R anch

PDR Project #151
Project Completion: December 2010
Total Acres: 374

The Land: The Nelson Ranch is highly visible to the public
from several different areas around the property, including RCR
13, 15, and 17 that all run directly by the property and RCR 13A
that is located just to the south of the property. The property is
also visible from nearby public lands including the Routt National
Forest and the Flat Tops Scenic Byway. The property provides
spectacular views of Green Ridge Mountain, Eagle Rock, Finger
Rock, the Flat Tops, and King Mountain. The ranch also provides valuable habitat to a wide array of wildlife species including elk, deer, mule deer, coyote, fox, and Canadian geese. Alkali Creek runs through the property, providing a year-round water source for wildlife.
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $971.
PDR Funding per Acre: $971.

The Applicant: The ranch is owned and operated by the Nelson/George family. Rita Nelson is
the fourth generation of her family to be ranching around the Yampa area, and her granddaughters represent the sixth generation of the
Nelson/George family to work the land. The
family’s vested history in agriculture represents
their desire to continue to pass the land down
through generations of their family.

Total Project Value: $528,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$165,000 (31.3%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (2.4%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$350,000 (66.3%)

“A lot of good agricultural land in this area has been
lost because non-ranchers are coming in and buying
small parcels for a huge house and maybe some trivial
animals. It is extremely important for our family to be
able to continue on in agriculture, as that’s all we
know.”
~Marieta Nelson
Photo by: H. Taylor
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Fr ye R anch

PDR Project #141
Project Completion: January 2011
Total Acres: 480

The Land: The Frye Ranch is .75 miles SW of Steamboat
Lake, in the Upper Elk River Watershed. The ranch is adjacent to and provides a 2.6 mile-long buffer to Routt National
Forest and provides the foreground of the public view up
towards Sand and Saddle Mountain and Meaden Peak.
The majority of the ranch consists of irrigated hay meadows
with a 1.75 mile long riparian corridor along Red Creek.
The habitats present on the ranch support a diverse array of
wildlife species. In addition, the property’s wetlands and riparian areas provide valuable habitat for
many other species of wildlife including a native population of cutthroat trout. The ranch is highly
visible from RCR 62.
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $444.
PDR Funding per Acre: $444.

The Applicant: The ranch is owned by Scott
Carpenter, and his wife, Patty. Best known as a
spaceflight pioneer, Carpenter was one of the
original seven astronauts selected for NASA’s
Project Mercury in 1959. Known to most locals
as the Frye place, the 480-acre ranch was homesteaded in 1904 by Scott’s great uncle, John
Frye.

Total Project Value: $2,173,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,960,000 (90.7%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$200,000 (9.26%)

“ This ranch has been in our family for more than a
hundred years, and the conservation easement will
assure that this rich heritage is protected for the benefit
of future generations.”
~ Scott Carpenter

Photo by: H. Silva
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Wolf Mtn. Phase IV

PDR Project #153
Project Completion: May 2011
Total Acres: 1,330

Sponsor: Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Other Funding Agencies: CDNR
and CDOW
Total Funding per Acre: $739.10
PDR Funding per Acre: $163.78

The Land: The 1,330 acres of mountain shrub and oak
brush wildlife habitat NE of the Town of Hayden is adjacent
to nearly 6,100 other conserved acres and part of a much
larger ranching operation and constitutes a valuable element
of the natural habitat of the Yampa River watershed and
ecosystem and its ecological, scenic, and open space values.
The elevation gradient on the property allows it to have
multiple ecological types ranging from riparian areas along
Wolf Creek to mixed montane shrubland, to aspen forests, and mixed montane forests. It maintains a
working agricultural landscape inclusive of public hunting opportunities through CDOW’s Ranching
for Wildlife Program.
The Applicant: The Waltrip Family has owned
this property for over 25 years. During that time,
the property has been an important view shed
area along HWY40 and the community of Hayden. The historic use of the property has been
ranching, which the family continues to run.
Mr. Waltrip is very committed to this conservation project, in which he generously donated
over 50 percent of the value of the conservation
easement.

Total Project Value: $2,003,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,020,000 (50.9%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$8,000 (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 765,175 (38.2%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$209,825 (10.5%)

“Wolf Mountain Ranch also is a working cattle
operation. We’re pleased to help ensure the future of its
agricultural heritage as well as its wildlife values.”
~ Brandon Hoffner, RMEF

Photo by: Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
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PDR Project #152

Van T assel R anch

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $1,604.
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,604.

Project Completion: July 2011
Total Acres: 203

The Land: More than 85% of the property is irrigated and
contains more than a mile of both sides of Elkhead Creek.
Wildlife also thrives on the ranch, with significant habitat
for bald eagles, sandhill cranes, sage grouse, mule deer and
elk along the cottonwood lined creek and sage hillsides. The
property is highly visible from the Elkhead Creek Road
(RCR 29) as well as U.S Highway 40 where it enters Routt
County.

The Applicant: The property is being called the
Van Tassel Ranch to honor the original homestead family who owned the ranch for decades in
the Elkhead Creek Valley. For decades, the Van
Tassel Family ranched on most of the lower Elkhead Creek Valley, with this 203 acre parcel at
the center of their holdings. The Pankey’s, the
current owners, incorporated this property into
their existing neighboring ranching operation.
They are the fourth generation to ranch in this
area.

Total Project Value: $405,645
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$80,000 (19.7%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,645 (6.3%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$300,000 (74%)

“It feels really good to truly ‘save’ a property and know
that the family who now owns it will be great stewards
of the land. It is a rare thing indeed to put a historic
ranch back together.”
~Chris West, CCALT

Photo by: H. Silva
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PDR Project #148

Knott R anch

Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $925.95
PDR Funding per Acre: $582.44

Project Completion: October 2011
Total Acres: 1,310

The Land: The Knott Ranch is located in a unique valley
along Trout Creek in southern Routt County, approximately
35 miles south and west of Steamboat Springs. The conserved property represents the core of the 2,400 acre Knott
Ranch and consists of irrigated hay meadow, sub-irrigated
pasture, mixed aspen forest, montane shrublands, and more
than two miles of willow-lined riparian corridor along Trout
Creek.

The Applicant: The Knott family first settled on
the land in 1936 when Courtney Ives purchased the
property and moved to the Upper Trout Creek Valley from Steamboat Springs. Courtney’s daughter,
Doris Ives married Dan Knott and together they
purchased the property in 1957 and later expanded
the agricultural operations. Doris Knott was active
in the business decisions of Knott Land & Livestock Company until her passing this past year.
Her grandson, Tyler is the fifth generation of the
Knott family to live and work on the ranch.

Total Project Value: $1,752,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$539,000 (30.7%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 450,000. (25.7%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$750,000 (42.8%)

"Conservation easements can be a valuable tool for
landowners and working operations. At this time, the
conservation easement provides us with a unique
opportunity to advance our operation and to maintain its
sustainability into the future."
~Tyler Knott
Photo by: H. Taylor
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Camilletti R anch

PDR Project #144
Project Completion: December 2011
Total Acres: 430.59

The Land: The 430-acre property is south of Milner, about
ten miles west of Steamboat Springs along the Yampa River.
It encompasses a large expanse of riparian woodland and
wetlands that maintain the river’s natural function and process and provides healthy habitat and corridors for wildlife.
The land is used for irrigated hay production as well as pasture for the ranch’s cattle operation. This land also provides
a home to an assortment of wildlife, including Columbian
sharp-tailed grouse, white-faced ibis, sandhill cranes, northern leopard frog and bald eagles.
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: NRCS
Total Funding per Acre: $2,814.74
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,769.66

The Applicant: The Camilletti’s have owned
and operated this property for the last 68 years.
Three generations currently work the property
and it is only a small portion of a much larger
ranching operation.

Total Project Value: $2,197,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$985,000 (44.8%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 450,000. (20.5%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$12,000 (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$750,000 (34.1%)

“We value multi-generational ranchers in Colorado
because we understand how important it is to continue
family tradition as well as provide food for our tables.”
~Geoff Blakeslee, TNC

Photo by: The Nature Conservancy
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Pankey R anch

PDR Project #155
Project Completion: December 2011
Total Acres: 634

The Land: The Pankey Ranch is located along Elkhead
Creek on the Routt/Moffat County line, just north of Highway 40 between Hayden and Craig. Much of the property is
irrigated hay meadows and contains more than a mile of
both sides of Elkhead Creek. Wildlife also thrives on the
ranch, with significant habitat for bald eagles, sandhill
cranes, sage grouse, mule deer and elk along the cottonwood lined creek and sage hillsides. The property is highly
visible from the Elkhead Creek Road (RCR 29) as well as U.S Highway 40 where it enters Routt
County.
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $946.37
PDR Funding per Acre: $946.37

The Applicant: The property is owned by Keith
and Shelley Pankey. Keith is the fourth generation of the Pankey family that has ranched on
various properties in the immediate area. The
landowners run a cow/calf operation.

Total Project Value: $1,043,400
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$443,400 (42.5%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (2.4%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$575,000 (55.1%)

“All we want to do is stay here, keep ranching, continue
taking good care of this land, and give our kids the
chance to do the same.”
~Keith Pankey

Photo by: H. Taylor
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Redmond Trapper
R anch

PDR Project #156
Project Completion: December 2011
Total Acres: 624

The Land: The ranch sits on important agricultural land and
wildlife habitat that is part of the Redmond Ranches larger operation, centered around the Town of Yampa. The operation includes another approximately 350 acre property 7 miles west of
Yampa and an associated 4,500 acre USFS grazing permit. The
property is highly agriculturally productive and has significant
amount of water rights. The property is highly visible to the general public as it straddles HWY 131, the main road from Interstate 70 and the Vail Valley to HWY 40 and Steamboat Springs.
In addition, Routt County Roads 6, 6A and 3 cross the property. Chimney, Todd, and Beaver Creeks run
through the property and provide a year-round water source for wildlife species and key habitat for Colorado
River Cutthroat Trout. In addition to providing important habitat for a wide range of wildlife species, the Property provides summer range for deer and antelope and occasional moose, and winter range for elk.
Sponsor: Cattlemen’s Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $565.71
PDR Funding per Acre: $565.71

The Applicant: The Redmond family has been
ranching in the Yampa area for over 100 years
and it is critically important to the Redmond
family that the ranch remains in production and
that they have the opportunity to pass the Ranch
on to the next generation. The Redmond Trapper Ranch is the second and final conservation
easement that the Redmond family has completed on their holdings around Yampa in the last
two years.

Total Project Value: $682,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$329,000 (48.2%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (3.7%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$328,000 (48.1%)

“We are proud that through the Conservation Easement
with CCALT this agricultural property will be preserved
for future generations.”
~John & Sara Redmond
Photo by: H. Taylor
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Finger Rock
Preser ve

PDR Project #159
Project Completion: December 2011
Total Acres: 365

The Land: The property is located where the Yampa
River’s Brinker and Chimney Creeks meet, south of the
town of Yampa along HWY 131. The property includes
sage uplands that support both the Columbian sharp-tailed
and Greater sage grouse, both declining species in Colorado.
A portion of the property is also part of a U.S. Corps of Engineers Wetlands Mitigation Bank, which offsets adverse
impacts to wetlands from development that occurs elsewhere. The landowners are actively creating and enhancing the property’s wet meadows and creeks,
supporting essential habitat for the grouse as well as many other wetland-dependent species.
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $1,265.75
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,265.75

The Applicant: Ren Martyn purchased the
property in 2002. However, he has considered
the Yampa Valley his home long before that
time. Ren and his family vacationed in the Yampa Valley since he was a child. Now, along with
his wife, Heather, their two teenage boys and
year old son they are active in the community in
various boards and business organizations.

Total Project Value: $937,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$475,000 (50.7%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$12,000 (1.3%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$450,000 (48%)

“Prior landowners subdivided Finger Rock Preserve into 17 thirty-five
acre parcels and without the conservation funds available through
Routt County’s PDR program, significant residential development
likely would have occurred. Conserving this land through TNC and
Routt County will have positive impacts for future generations to
come.”

~Ren Martyn
Photo by: H. Taylor
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Elkhead R anch
Phase II

PDR Project #147
Project Completion: May 2012
Total Acres: 1,560.12

The Land: The property is located 16 miles north of the
town of Hayden and in the southern foothills of the Elkhead
Mountain. Of this acreage, 370 acres are bottom land and
irrigated meadow, 1,052 acres are sage dominated grazing
land and approximately 178 acres are sub-irrigated pastureland. The entire ranch is highly visible from CR 56 as
well as from BLM and National Forest land. The variety of
habitat that is present on the ranch support a diverse array of
wildlife species. The Routt County Historical Society designated the Elkhead Ranch as a historic
ranch in 1996.
Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: NRCS
Total Funding per Acre: $777.50
PDR Funding per Acre: $392.92

The Applicant: Ms. Stirling started the acquisition of what is now known as Elkhead Ranch in
1974. Together with her sons, Ms. Stirling runs
and manages the Elkhead Ranch and associated
agricultural operations. She intends to pass the
ranch down to future generations who she fully
expects will continue to manage the operation.
Because of her foresight, future generations will
be able to expand those operations to increase
overall viability of the ranch.

Total Project Value: $2,493,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,280,000 (51.3%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (< 1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 600,000. (24.1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$600,000 (24.1%)

“The protection of this place is something that we will all
treasure, and it’s my hope that our grandkids and future
generations of Routt County residents will thank us for doing
this.”

~Heather Stirling
Photo by: H. Taylor
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Agner Mountain
R anch

PDR Project #157
Project Completion: May 2012
Total Acres: 1,337

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $373.97
PDR Funding per Acre: $373.97

The Land: The Agner Mountain Ranch is located in the
southern foothills of the Elkhead Mountains approximately
16 miles north of the town of Hayden and 40 miles northwest of Steamboat Springs. The southern two-thirds of the
Property consists of rolling hills vegetated by a combination
of Gambel Oak shrubland and sagebrush. Calf Creek, a cottonwood-lined seasonal drainage, crosses the Property from
the northeast to the southwest. The northern third of the
Property is dominated by Agner Mountain which rises abruptly above the oak and sagebrush hills.
Several other named and unnamed seasonal drainage cross the Property.
The Applicant: Mr. Spitzley has owned the
ranch for approximately 36 years which is managed by his sons and Ms. Stirling, Elkhead
Ranch owner. With the closing of this project,
Mr. Spitzley has conserved the entire Agner
Mountain Ranch, showing his commitment to
the ranch and to preserving the agricultural heritage of Routt County.

Total Project Value: $1,549,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,049,000 (67.7%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (1.6%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0. (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$475,000 (30.7%)

“The history and sheer beauty of the Elkhead Valley is truly
amazing. The unique nature of the landscape makes it stand
out as a place unlike any other.”

~James Spitzley

Photo by: H. Taylor
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Emerald Ridge
R anch

PDR Project #158
Project Completion: August 2012
Total Acres: 210

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $1,014.29
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,014.29

The Land: The ranch is situated on the south side of Emerald Mountain and provides views of the Park Range to the
east and views of the Flat Tops Wilderness to the southwest.
The property is visible from CR 14, 22, 35 and 41. This
property has important wildlife values, as its diverse ecosystems range from mountain shrub to subalpine spruce and fir.
The property provides valuable habitat to a wide array of
wildlife species. According to Colorado Division of Wildlife, the Property is an elk production area and provides summer concentration areas and severe winter
range for elk. With the closing of this project, 490 acres of the 780-acre ranch will be protected.
The Applicant: The ranch is owned by Emerald
Ridge Ranch LLC, whose members are Doug
Scott and his three sons. Doug Scott’s grandfather, H.C. Lufkin began assembling the Emerald
Ridge Ranch in approximately 1919, which
much of the property being acquired by him in
the 1940’s. H.C. Lufkin’s son, Don Lufkin purchased the property in 1954, and Doug Scott
then bought the ranch from his uncle, Don
Lufkin, in 1994. Doug is committed to protecting a large portion of the family ranch so future
generations can enjoy a piece of rural Routt
County and have the same childhood experiences Doug had as a boy growing up.

Total Project Value: $1,063,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$850,000 (80%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$13,000 (1.2%)

Federal, State,
Local
Funding

PDR Conservation
Funding
$200,000 (18.8%)

“With the protection of a large portion of the Emerald Ridge Ranch,
the conservation work that has been done over the years in this area is
really starting to come together and will shape the future of this
landscape and the agricultural economy.”
Megan Manner, Director of Stewardship for CCALT~

Photo by: CCALT
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G5Home R anch

PDR Project #164
Project Completion: December 2012
Total Acres: 1,600

The Land: This property is the centerpiece of the family’s
cattle and sheep operation. The irrigated meadows along
Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Phillips Creek produce native grass hay to sustain livestock
Land Trust
through the winter and the pastures to the east provide imOther Funding Agencies: GOCO &
portant summer and fall pastures. Phillips Creek runs
NRCS
through the east side of the property parallel to Hwy 131 for
Total Funding per Acre: $1,140.63
almost 1 mile. The property is located within the Colorado
PDR Funding per Acre: $295.
Division of Parks and Wildlife’s Sage Grouse Conservation
Area which represents an area critical for protection of the
species. The property is also located in overall range, production area, and winter range for the Columbian sharp-tail grouse. The ranch is high visible from Hwy 131. The property provides spectacular views of Green Ridge Mountain, Eagle Rock, the Flat Tops, and King Mountain.
The Applicant: The ranch is owned and operated by the Nelson/George family. Rita Nelson is
the fourth generation of her family to be ranching around the Yampa area, and her granddaughters represent the sixth generation of the
Nelson/George family to work the land. The
family’s vested history in agriculture represents
their desire to continue to pass the land down
through generations of their family.

Total Project Value: $2,560,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$760,000 (29.7%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 1,353,000. (52.8%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$447,000 (17.4%)

“We are not developers who buy a chunk of land, divide a large
chunk up into small developed pieces, and then put a small chunk into
conservation easement.
We are family ranchers who want to secure all of what we have…”

Bobby George, Landowner~

Photo by: CCALT
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Hahn’s Peak R anch

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $2,291.67
PDR Funding per Acre: $2,291.67

PDR Project #160
Project Completion: March 2013
Total Acres: 120

The Land: The property is located near CR62 adjacent to
Steamboat Lake State Park and Routt National Forest and
was acquired by the Fetcher Ranch as part of the Emerald
Mountain Land Exchange. It is highly visible to the public,
hosts abundant wildlife and consists of aspen, pine and pasture. It is used by the Fetcher Ranch as summer pasture and
is an important contribution to the viewshed in a popular
public use area.

The Applicant: The Fetcher family has been
leading the way in Ranch land conservation in
Routt County and, in particular, the Upper Elk
River Valley from the early 1990’s. With this
effort, they have now placed 92% of their ranch
into easement. The ranch has been in agricultural production for more than 100 years. Including
their property near Clark, the Fetcher family has
donated conservation easements on over 1,790
acres.

Total Project Value: $725,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$450,000 (62%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (3.5%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0.

PDR Conservation
Funding
$250,000 (34.5%)

“My three daughters have begun to build families of their own. I
want the lifestyle I lived to be available for them and my
grandchildren.”

Jay Fetcher, Landowner~

Photo by: CCALT
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F lying Diamond
R anch

Sponsor: Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $4,126.32
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,389.47

PDR Project #166
Project Completion: October 2013
Total Acres: 237.5

The Land: This property is located along Hwy 131 as a
gateway to the immediate valley south of Steamboat
Springs. It provides significant wildlife habitat, contains a
significant skylined ridge and is highly visible to the public
from the highway, county roads and public lands. The conservation of this parcel adds to previous efforts by the owner
and will result in 63% of the entire ranch being placed in
conservation easement.

The Applicant: The ranch owner, John R. Adams, has worked with conservation organizations over recent years to place a significant portion of the ranch in conservation easement and
has plans to continue that effort. The owner’s
goal is to continue the legacy of a working ranch
and visual landmark for generations to come.

Total Project Value: $2,797,750
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,817,750 (65%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0.

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 650,000 (23.2%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$330,000 (11.8%)

“Our family has had a long-term commitment to conservation and
land donation in Routt County.”

John R. Adams, Landowner~

Photo by: RMEF
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

PDR Project #169

Six Plus Farms

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: None
Total Funding per Acre: $231.62
PDR Funding per Acre: $231.62

Project Completion: April 2014
Total Acres: 971.41

The Land: Located on the northerly foot of Elk Mountain,
the rolling terrain is vegetated by fields of meadow grass,
sagebrush and aspen forests. The property is important
habitat for Sharp Tail Grouse and elk calving as well as
other abundant wildlife.

Total Project Value: $1,940,000

The Applicant: With an impressive history of
land conservation dedication, the owner’s
generous contribution of easement value to make
this effort possible is incredibly commendable.

In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,715,000
(88.47%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0.

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 0 (0%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$225,000 (11.6%)

“Our experience at the ranch and in the Yampa Valley
fostered notions of conservatism, the value of rural agriculture
and the importance of wildlife and their habitat.”

Robert Hutchins~

Photo by: YVLT
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Dry Fork R anch

Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $339.91
PDR Funding per Acre: $168.83

PDR Project #168
Project Completion: September 2014
Total Acres: 3,507.11

The Land: An important piece of the overall Smith Rancho
operation, it provides valuable open space and scenic views,
and has valuable habitat for both Greater and Sharp Tailed
Grouse as well as deer and elk. This easement encompasses
the entire Dry Fork Ranch.

The Applicant: The Smith family has demonstrated dedicated conservation efforts with multiple easements. They have been living and ranching in Routt County since 1918. The owner’s
grandfather was a pioneer in the marketing of
cross-bread mountain fat lambs.

Total Project Value: $2,976,799.50
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,784,700 (60%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$11,799.50 (.4%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 600,000 (20.1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$580,300 (19.5%)

“This easement will eliminate the threat of development
while allowing our ranching to continue.”

Bradford M. Smith ~
Photo by: TNC
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Deep Creek R anch

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: NRCS
Total Funding per Acre: $1,046.12
PDR Funding per Acre: $719.21

PDR Project #170
Project Completion: September 2014
Total Acres: 458.84

The Land: The entire ranch is visible from rural county
roads and the open fields compliment the area’s pastoral
landscape in an area that is under development pressure.
The acreage is important habitat for varied species, including elk, deer, sandhill cranes and Sharp Tailed Grouse.

Total Project Value: $1,035,000

The Applicant: The land owners were willing to
place the entire property, including the existing
residential area into the conservation easement.
They have been active with the ranch for 30
years and have worked with adjacent properties
to cooperatively promote the area’s productivity.

In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$555,000 (53.6%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0.

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 150,000 (14.5%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$330,000 (31.9%)

“We believe this project conforms uniquely to the mission of
conservation of naturally scenic agricultural and open land
resources.”

Fred & Flora Wolf ~
Photo by: YVLT
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Coberly Creek
R anch

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: NRCS
Total Funding per Acre: $993.93
PDR Funding per Acre: $346.15

PDR Project #167
Project Completion: October 2014
Total Acres: 2,470

The Land: The property serves as a gateway to travelers
coming to Routt County from the east and south along frequently traveled State highways. It consists of varying terrain including hay meadows, dry-land hay fields, mountain
shrubs and aspen/conifer forests. It hosts significant wildlife, including elk, deer, bears and raptors.

Total Project Value: $3,633,000

The Applicant: Merrilee Ellis and Michael
Neelis have made a commitment to preserve
their entire ranch and this project is Phase II of
that endeavor. This is a family operated ranching operation with plans for sustained agricultural production for generations to come.

In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,178,000 (32.4%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (.7%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 1,600,000 (44%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$830,000 (22.9%)

“Our goals include conserving agricultural status,
maintaining the open spaces and incredible views and
providing a profitable ranching heritage for family
members.”

Merrilee Ellis & Michael Neelis~
Photo by: CCALT
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PDR Project #176

Iron Springs R anch

Project Completion: May 2015
Total Acres: 640

The Land: The property is located in the Upper Yampa
River Valley Watershed, just upstream from Stagecoach
Reservoir State Park. The property is bisected by over 2 meandering miles of the Yampa River. The conservation easement covers the portion of the property located south of
RCR14. The conservation of this property adds to the scenic and pastoral vistas for which the Yampa River Valley,
Routt County and Northwest Colorado are famous. Along
with supporting the agricultural operation, this property is an important natural area providing wildlife
habitat for species including sharp-tailed grouse, sandhill crane, bald eagle, river otter, deer, elk and a
variety of other species.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: none
Total Funding per Acre: $1,132.81
PDR Funding per Acre: $,1,132.81

The Applicant: Three generations (going on
four) of the Stetson Family have been involved
with the land since its establishment in 1944 by
Frank’s father, James “Frank” Stetson. At this
time, nearly all of the ranching is undertaken by
Frank O. Stetson. The property is run as an irrigated hay operation and as pasture for livestock.
Additionally, Frank leases lands around the valley for hay production and the grazing of livestock.

Total Project Value: $1,680,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$955,000 (56.8%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0.

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$0.

PDR Conservation
Funding
$725.000 (43.2%)

“By protecting working farms and ranches from future
development, Yampa Valley Land Trust and Routt County
PDR are safeguarding open space values and scenic vistas
that are of a high priority to the local community. “

Susan Dorsey, YVLT~
Photo by: YVLT
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PDR Project #174

F lying Diamond
R anch

Project Completion: June 2015
Total Acres: 293

Sponsor: Rocky Mountain
Elk Foundation
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $4,095.56
PDR Funding per Acre: $2,133.11

The Land: The ranch is a year-round cattle operation that
lies just a few minutes outside of Steamboat Springs on the
high northern ridges of Thorpe Mountain in the Yampa River valley. The newly protected lands represent the final protection of lands visible from Highway 131 and include floodplain pastures, Gambel oak, aspen and sagebrush. For nearly two miles between Steamboat and the Town of Oak
Creek, agricultural lands will forever remain on both sides of
the highway for residents and visitors to enjoy.

The Applicant: The continuation of the ranching
heritage is very important to the Adams family
especially because they understand and realize the
significance of this historic agricultural operation in
Routt County. Prior to the family's purchase in the
late 1970's the ranch has been in production since the
late 1800's. When the Adam’s family purchased the
ranch they also continued the employment of the previous ranch manager who worked for the Harvey
family. From that time on there has been a ranch
manager who handles the physical operations of the
Ranch while working together with the Adams family on a daily basis on business matters. The goal is to
continue this legacy for generations to come and allow this visual landmark to remain an active working
ranch.

Total Project Value: $3,516,600
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$2,316,600 (65.9%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0.

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$ 575,000 (16.3%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$625,000 (17.8%)

“ In the 37 years we have owned the ranch, our
family has developed a deep appreciation and
love of the land and are grateful for its
natural beauty.”
Tammie Adams, landowner~
Photo by: RMEF

P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

PDR Project #181

Acord R anch II

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $626
PDR Funding per Acre: $330

Project Completion: May 2016
Total Acres: 724

The Land: Acord Ranch II is located south of the Town of Yampa

with natural area significance and with its agricultural importance,
Acord Ranch II supports ecological values and provides a wide range of
quality wildlife habitat. With the presence of irrigated and subirrigated
hay meadows on the property along with areas of sagebrush (and proximity to large tracts of sagebrush), Acord Ranch II offers exceptional
sage grouse habitat, which alone makes the parcel worthy of preservation. Sage grouse hens utilize the hay meadows when chicks are young
to provide feed of tender forbs and juicy bugs at this initial stage of their
development. The property is surrounded by a number of other large ranch/agricultural properties which all contribute to
a magnificent open space viewshed. Historically, the parcel has been used for grazing/pasturing of livestock and hay production. The Stites will continue utilizing the property in this manner, keeping the land in agricultural production.

The Applicant:

The landowners are a young and growing
family in the process of establishing a cattle/hay production business. Ted is the fifth-generation of a ranching family with

expertise in range management and animal husbandry (as
well as analytics), while Kristi’s professional and educational background is as a Certified Veterinary Technician
(and now mother of two). The Stites are working with the
NRCS and the USFWS Partners for Fish and Wildlife to
create an agricultural operation in concert with conservation plans for the property (e.g. protecting grouse priority
habitat, riparian areas, sage brush areas, etc.).

Total Project Value: $600,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$146,900 (24.5%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0.

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$214,050 (35.7%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$239,050 (39.8%)

“ We are proud to be a part of Routt County’s
conservation efforts. Protecting our state’s natural
resources, wildlife and randlands has been a
priority in our family for generations.”
Ted & Kristi Stites, landowners~
Photo by: YVLT
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

PDR Project #180

Stanko R anch

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Upper
Yampa HPP
Total Funding per Acre: $1,955
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,942

Project Completion: July 2016
Total Acres: 363

The Land: The Stanko Ranch has been in the family for four genera-

tions and in 2007 the Ranch received its Century Designation from the
Colorado Department of Agriculture, the Colorado Historical Society,
and the Colorado State Fair. The Property is located along County Road
33 and the County Road traverses the Property for 2.5 miles. The Property is highly visible to residents and tourists traveling along the County
Road and is also visible for roughly half a mile to travelers commuting
along Highway 40.

The Applicant: The Stanko family joined the Yampa

Valley ranching community in 1907 when Peter Stanko
Senior purchased a 160 acre parcel. The family continued
to purchase land and at its height their ownership included
approximately 750 acres. The ranch started as a subsistence grain farm but grew and evolved over time. When
Jim and Jo Stanko purchased the Ranch in 1974 from Peter Jr. and Natalie Stanko, the property was a diverse agricultural operation consisting of chickens, cattle, oats, barley, hay, and winter wheat. As the third generation to operate the ranch, Jim and Jo transitioned to a cow/calf operation and converted the grain land into alfalfa and dryland hay. The family’s irrigated hay meadow, irrigate upland hay ground, open pasture, and mixed montane shrubland and 240-acre BLM lease provides enough forage to
support on average 70 mother cows. The Stanko Ranch
produces enough hay to support their cattle operation and
generate farm income through the sale of their high quality
hay yields. The Stankos have won Routt County’s Grand
Champion Grass Hay every year they have entered.

Total Project Value: $1,600,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$925,000(57.8%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$30,000 (<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$4,700 (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$675,000 (42.19%)

“Conserving the Stanko Ranch has many benefits for
Routt County as well as our family. Long term
benefits to the family include the ability for the older
generation to retire, permitting the next generation to
step into the management position and hopefully
allow the ranch to continue in the
family for another century.”

The Stankos, landowners~
Photo by: CCALT
P D R Pr o g r e ss R e p or t

Glas Deffryn R anch

PDR Project #182
Project Completion: September 2016
Total Acres: 86.25

The Land: Glas Deffryn Ranch is at the gateway to an incredible

public recreation area in Northwest Colorado. Visitors from across the
nation (and from around the world!) visit this part of Colorado to hunt,
fish, camp, hike, paint, photograph, relax, ride (bikes and horses), boat,
enjoy water sports and indulge in other outdoor recreational activities
and the great outdoors that the area has to offer. Strategically located at
the boundary of Stagecoach Reservoir State Park and at the entrance to
the developing Stagecoach residential community, Glas Deffryn Ranch
is critical to the area from a visual standpoint. The Ranch, with its location along the heavily-traveled Routt Country Road 14 (Yellow Jacket
Pass – with its connections to Colorado Highway 131 and to US Highway 40) and RCR 16 (aka Lynx Pass Road), adds immeasurably to the scenic landscapes of the Stagecoach area and complements a multitude of public lands as noted herein. The property’s physical characteristics – pristine riparian habitat and
productive hay meadows coupled with a sweeping open space landscape – help define the Yampa Valley and its rich, storied agricultural identity.

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: GOCO
Total Funding per Acre: $5,136
PDR Funding per Acre: $2,006

Total Project Value: $615,000

The Applicant: Williams have owned the property

since 1998, the property has been in agricultural operation
since the 1930s and was known as a part of the Herold
Ranch. The Williams are lifelong Colorado residents having pursued careers in secondary education and petroleum
geology before becoming permanent residents of Routt
County, for Pam in 2000 and Steve in 2005. They have
been coming to Steamboat since the early 70’s. They have
owned property in the county since the 80’s but began the
small ranch concept in the late 90’s after acquiring their
first Highlander in 1995. The Williams feel they have put
together something special with Glas Deffryn Ranch and
have a very strong desire to keep it intact for the future and
to preserve its ranching and wildlife character.

In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$172,000(28%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0(%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$270,000 (43.9%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$173,000 (28.1%)

“It’s a pleasure to work on behalf of landowners so
dedicated to their land. The conservation outcome adds
immeasurably to our community and we appreciate the funding
support from Routt County, Great Outdoors Colorado and the
Gates Family Foundation. Vernon’s remarkable Legacy Gift was
also instrumental in completing this transaction.”
Susan Dorsey, YVLT Executive Director

Photo by: YVLT
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T he Gates R anch

PDR Project #184
Project Completion: September 2016
Total Acres: 1,600

The Land: The Gates Ranch is 1,600 acres just outside of Toponas,

Colorado in Egeria Park. With abundant early season water rights, almost half of the ranch is irrigated or subirrigated and the property serves
as a base for a 4,100 acre Bureau of Land Management grazing permit.
In the year they have owned the property, the Gates family has managed
to piece together close to 15,000 acres of leased land on which they run
1,000 head of cattle, contributing significantly to Routt County’s agricultural economy. The property is big game habitat and occupied sagegrouse habitat. It lies in the Colorado River Basin, with portions of Sutton Creek and King Creek flowing through it. The ranch’s location, just
under King Mountain, provides the foreground for scenic views up toward the Flat Top Range from State Highways 131 and 134, both heavily travelled routes. The ranch is also a key piece in
an already heavily conserved landscape. Within eight miles of the property, almost 19,000 acres of land is protected with
conservation easements. The Gates Ranch will build upon this conserved base, helping add to a landscape scale conservation initiative.

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Upper
Yampa HPP
Total Funding per Acre: $375
PDR Funding per Acre: $372

The Applicant: Doug and Kelly Gates, and their son,

Whittier, and his wife, Tiffany, purchased the Gates
Ranch, formerly the Kayser Place, in 2014. The family was
able to buy the Gates Ranch due to a conservation easement on their holdings in Burns, Colorado in 2007. That
original conservation easement, done with Doug’s father
and brother, George and Frank Gates, allowed Doug’s
interest to be bought out, consolidating ownership in
Frank Gates’s family. Doug and Kelly then took their proceeds and purchased farmland in Riverton, Wyoming.
However, Doug and Kelly were ranchers at heart and felt
the pull of southern Routt County and the desire to be
closer to their grandchildren, who all live in Yampa. In
2014, they sold the Riverton farm and bought the Gates
Ranch. They formed the Gates Cattle Company with their
youngest son, Whit, and his family and are now working
to establish a sustainable cow/calf operation to support
their families into the future.

Total Project Value: $1,140,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$570,000 (50%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000(<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$5,000 (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$570,000 (50%)

“Our family is connected to Routt County. We have never
wanted to be anywhere else. We are so thrilled to have this
chance to start building a legacy for the grandkids.”
Kelly Gates, landowner

Photo by: CCALT
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Coberly Creek
R anch

PDR Project #178
Project Completion: November 2016
Total Acres: 400

The Land: The Coberly Creek Ranch is a 3,410-acre property located

at the bottom of Gore Pass near the intersection of Highway 131 and
Highway 134. Thousands of travelers, from locals to international guests
pass by the property on a yearly basis and enjoy the scenic character of
this beautiful, historic, working landscape as they come down Gore Pass
or into Routt County along Highway 131. The Coberly Creek Ranch
entrance gate is an iconic feature within this landscape and notable to
the commuters on these highways. The agricultural history of the Coberly Creek Ranch dates back to the 1880’s. The Coberly brothers were the
first ranchers in the area before the establishment of the Homestead Act.
Together, the Coberly brothers ran cattle in the Kremmling/ Egeria Park area. In 1879/1880, the Coberly brothers wintered approximately 2,000 head of cattle in an area that included the Coberly Creek Ranch. The winter was so severe they
almost lost their entire herd. The harsh climate force the family to relocate their cattle operation to Grand County but the
family is remembered in South Routt County by the creek and ranch that bears heir name.

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: n/a
Total Funding per Acre: $812.50
PDR Funding per Acre: $812.50

The Applicant: The property is currently operated by

Mike Neelis & Merilee Ellis, Dustin Neelis and his wife
Whitney, and Merrilee’s daughter Lindsay Hartzel and her
husband. The Coberly Creek Ranch is the headquarters for
the family’s agricultural operation which also includes
leases on Emerald Mountain and land along the Yampa
River, near Steamboat Springs. The landowners want to
conserve the Coberly Creek Ranch to ensure the
land’s long-term agricultural viability and to help with the
intergenerational transfer of the ranch to Mike and Merilee’s children.

Total Project Value: $648,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$344,000 (53.1%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$21,000(<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding

PDR Conservation
Funding
$304,000 (46.9%)

“Agriculture relies on large tracts of land and open space to
succeed. For the past two decades, northwestern Colorado and
Routt County have been focus areas for CCALT. Conserving the
Coberly Creek Ranch will ensure that another property in this
landscape remains intact, building on the previous conservation
work, and benefiting both the agricultural and ecological values of
the valley.”
Megan Knott, Stewardship Director of CCALT
Photo by: CCALT
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Meader R anch

PDR Project #179
Project Completion: December 2016
Total Acres: 111

The Land: The Yampa River serves as the Property’s northern

boundary and the Property’s proximity to the Yampa River
contributes substantially to the Property’s high quality hay yields. Approximately twenty acres of the Property is sub-irrigated via the Yampa
River and on average produces one ton or 2,000 pounds of hay per
acre. The Property also has three adjudicated springs and two natural
ponds that support the agricultural operation and abundant and diverse
wildlife habitat. The northern portion of Property along the Yampa
River provides habitat for several wildlife species including winter
range, winter concentration areas, and summer forage areas for bald
eagle; and overall habitat for moose and river otter. The entire property is considered nesting habitat for great blue heron
and the northern most portion of the Property is designated as great blue heron foraging area. The property is also considered overall range for black bear, mountain lion, mule deer, pronghorn, and sandhill crane.

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: n/a
Total Funding per Acre: $1,577
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,577

The Applicant: Since 1975, the Meader family has

been involved in ranching in northeastern Colorado.
Charlie Meader and his son Justin work together to run
and maintain more than 7,400 acres in Weld County. In
2008 and 2009, the Meader family chose to partner with
CCALT to conserve the majority of their Weld County
ranch, successfully conserving thousands of acres of shortgrass prairie.
Recently, the Meaders chose to expand their operation to
northwestern Colorado, specifically Routt County.
Charlie’s son Justin and his wife Tinisha spearheaded the
effort. The young couple hopes to use the new property to
enhance the Meaders’ existing agricultural operations in
Weld County.

Total Project Value: $359,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$209,000 (58.2%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000(<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding

PDR Conservation
Funding
$150,000 (41.8%)

“Not only will conserving this property help protect agricultural
land in an area experiencing significant development pressure, it
will also assist a young ranching family in establishing and
sustaining a viable agricultural operation into the future. CCALT
is committed to helping build the next generation of farmers and
ranchers and we are proud to partner with the Meaders and Routt
County PDR to make this happen.”
Courtney Bennet, CCALT Project Manager

Photo by: CCALT
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PDR Project #185

Crags R anch

Project Completion: June 2017
Total Acres: 835

The Land: Located 10 miles southwest of Hayden, Colorado along the East
Fork
of the Williams Fork River, the approximately 835 acre Crags Ranch is part of
Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Jerry and Judy Green’s family-run cow/calf business. The property is comprised of
Land Trust
irrigated hay meadow, open pasture, sagebrush rangeland, aspen woodlands, and
mixed montane shrubland. The property is home to elk, mule deer, black bear,
Other Funding Agencies: NWHPP
mountain lion and Bald Eagle, as well as habitat for two Colorado Division of Parks
and Wildlife species of concern: sandhill crane and Columbian sharp-tailed grouse.
Total Funding per Acre: $ 514.97
The ranch is highly visible along Routt County road 55 and 29, which are heavily
traveled routes for access to the Dunkley and Beaver Flat Tops, as well as the Flat
PDR Funding per Acre: $ 508.98
Tops Wilderness Area. The scenic East Fork of the Williams Fork River flows
through the property and provides stunning vistas from these county roads, especially in the fall season. The East Fork of the Williams Fork has been ranked as a significant site by the Colorado Natural Heritage Program due to fair examples of a globally rare mixed deciduous-evergreen montane riparian forest. The ranch is located in an area of Routt County that doesn’t see high land turnover, but is facing increasing development pressure for its recreational amenities.

The Applicant: Current owners Jerry and Judy Green’s passion for their ranch and its history is evident to anyone who has ever
met them. The Crags Ranch was homesteaded by Jerry’s grandparents, Leon and Mary Green. Leon and Mary Green left their home in
Sterling, Colorado in July of 1895 in search of a suitable homestead
in western Colorado. They arrived on the Williams Fork in August
and made camp. Leon chose an area near several large rock outcroppings which reflected his interest in geology. Leon immediately
began constructing a house, barn, shop, cellar, buggy shed, potato
shed, and chicken house. He planted crops on the mesas including
oats, wheat, barley, and potatoes. His livestock included horses,
cattle, hogs and chickens. Leon also began irrigating and hand dug a
ditch system (the Hobson Ditch), using horses and plows to help
where they could. The patent for the homestead was recorded in
Routt County on July 5, 1910 and the Greens officially named their
place the “Crags Ranche” (sic), which is today known as the Crags
Ranch. Since Leon’s original 160 acre homestead the ranch has
grown to 1,564 acres from acquisitions from other early settlers.
Those parcels are still known by their historic names: Coffin, Miller
and Crowell.

Total Project Value: $829,925
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$429,925. (51.8%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000(<1%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$5,000. (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$400,000 (48.2%)

“By placing the ranch in a conservation easement, I feel the hard
work and sacrifice of four generations of my family will now be
recognized. I’m satisfied that the ranch will continue to be used
for agriculture.”
~ Jerry Green, landowner

Photo by: CCALT
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T he Knott Place

PDR Project #189
Project Completion: January 2018
Total Acres: 609

The Land: Knott Home Place is 609 acres of irrigated hay
meadows along Trout Creek, which rise steeply into oak brush
Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Land
hillsides. Set under the Little Flat Tops, Sand Point and PyraTrust
mid Peak provide stunning vistas from the Property. The PropOther Funding Agencies: NWHPP
erty is highly visible along the heavily travelled County Road
Total Funding per Acre: $862.
29 and is adjacent to the Trout Creek Campground in Routt National Forest. The property is excellent wildlife habitat and is
PDR Funding per Acre: $862.
home to large herds of elk and mule deer. Additionally, the
property is great bird habitat, sustaining critical species such as
bald eagle, sandhill crane and Columbian sharptail grouse.
Trout Creek harbors four species of trout, as the brook trout, rainbow trout, brown trout, and cutthroat trout
all thrive in its cold waters. The protection of this property is important in preserving a local and regional
working landscape.
The Applicant: The Knott family has owned and
managed the Knott Ranch for four generations,
with a fifth and relatively new generation beginning
to be involved. Two-year-old Ella Mae Knott and
her infant brother, Collin Knott, follow four generations before them on the Knott Ranch. This is the
property that their father and grandfather grew up
on and where two sets of great grandparents are
buried.
The Knott family’s land holdings and agricultural
operations were incorporated in 1972. Ownership
was consolidated within one branch of the family,
when Tyler Knott bought shares from his aunt and
cousins in 2013. Today, ownership within the corporation is held by Bernard, Debra, and Tyler
Knott.

Total Project Value: $1,543,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,010,000 (65.5%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (1.6%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$8,000 (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$500,000 (32.4%)

“My dad wants to see this place become a
Centennial operation,” ~ says Tyler Knott,
“and conservation easements will help us achieve
that goal.”

Photo by: CCALT
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High Country Lamb

PDR Project #190
Project Completion: January 2018
Total Acres: 1,467

The Land: Of the 1,467-acre-property, approximately 800 acres, has

been in the family for several generations. The remainder of the property was purchased in 2007 as additional grazing lands for their sheep
and cattle and part of a larger agricultural operation. Colorado Parks
and Wildlife has designated the area as summer, winter, severe and
overall range; and as a winter concentration area and resident population area for elk, which flourish in the area. The protection of this
ranch is of importance in preserving a local and regional working landscape. The property is part of a growing block of private conserved
land in this area, which is supplemented by large tracts of BLM and
USFS lands. For travelers driving into Steamboat Springs from the I70 Corridor, the High Country Lamb property is visible for more than three miles along Highway 131. Shrubland, aspen forests, and irrigated meadows define the landscape of the ranch as it hillsides rise above the highway providing
residents and visitors the agricultural landscape they expect to see in Routt County. From the high points on the property, the towns of Yampa and Phippsburg are visible as are stunning views of the Flat Tops.

Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s Ag
Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: NWHPP
Total Funding per Acre: $528.
PDR Funding per Acre: $528.

The Applicant: The Maneotis family has been
raising high alpine lamb for several generations.
Tom and Leslie have three children; and, their son,
Nick, would like to eventually take over the agricultural operation from his parents continuing the
Maneotis legacy. Nick is currently an integral part
of the operation. Overall, the Maneotis family has
been a fixture of the agricultural community in
northwest Colorado for generations and is committed to ensuring that the community continues to
exist for generations.
Tom’s father, Andrew Maneotis, homesteaded land
that is west of the conserved property. He later acquired the northern end of the proposed conservation easement and passed the land down to Tom

Total Project Value: $1,895,000
In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$1,112,000. (58.7%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000(1.3%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$8,000. (<1%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$ 750,000(39.6%)

“The visibility of the High Country Ranch property
from Highway 131 make this project particularly
unique.” ~ said Molly Fales, CCALT director of
transactions.
“If the timing is right, travelers on the highway can
see herds of several hundred elk grazing on the
ranch’s meadows. High Country Lamb Ranch is a
great example of how landowners manage land for
the benefit of livestock and wildlife.”

Photo by: CCALT
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F landers R anch

PDR Project #186
Project Completion: November 2018
Total Acres: 1,676.84

The Land: The Flanders Ranch is located in an area along the
Yampa River near the town of Hayden, locally called Morgan
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
Bottom, that is considered a site of biodiversity significance by
Other Funding Agencies: CPW,
CNHP. The ranch includes a wide array of habitat types, inTNC & GOCO
cluding riparian forests, wetland vegetation, upland sagebrush
Total Funding per Acre: $1,832
communities, mountain shrub communities, hay meadows and
small grain agriculture. The river bottom along the Yampa spePDR Funding per Acre: $238
cifically, supports the globally imperiled narrowleaf cottonwood riparian forest. The Flanders Ranch includes approximately 0.55 miles of the Yampa River and is immediately upstream from the 1-mile stretch of the Yampa River running through the Hereford Haven State Habitat Area.
The lower hay meadows contain small riparian and emergent wetlands along the ditches and depressions,
while the upper hay meadows are primarily alfalfa with some grass. The uplands consist of mountain big
sagebrush and native grass, and forb understories with oakbrush and mountain shrub on the steeper
hillsides.
Total Project Value: $3,840,000

The Applicants: The Flanders family has owned
and operated the property since 1954 when the original 880-acre parcel was purchased, but Ralph &
Rosemary Flanders began ranching in Routt County
in the 1940’s. Agricultural tradition of the Flanders
Ranch goes back even further. Coke Roberds, the father of the quarter horse, stabled the famous stallion
Old Fred on the property at the turn of the 20th century. Old Fred’s original barn is still in use as part of
our operation. Nowadays, Flanders siblings, Michael
and Jim run the day-to-day operations of the Ranch
and associated hunting operation. In addition, the
family members work for neighboring ranches during
the summer months. Four hundred and fifty acres of
the ranch are leased to a local farmer.

In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$768,000 (%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$0 (%)

Federal, State, Local
Funding
$2,672,000 (%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$400,000 (%)

“Our parents loved the land and all that lived and
grew on it. I think they would be so proud that it
could be preserved as a cattleman's ranch that
serves as home to wildlife in Colorado,” ~said
Mary Beth Flanders Stepans
Photo by: TNC
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PDR Project #195

Oak Creek
Mountain Park

Project Completion: November 2019
Total Acres: 140

The Land: The property is located along County Road 27 (CR

27), just 1/3 of a mile from downtown Oak Creek and within
walking distance of virtually anywhere in the 215-acre municipality. The property provides dedicated public access to singletrack trails for non-motorized recreational activities including
hiking, biking, horseback riding, Nordic skiing, and watching
wildlife, as well as educational opportunities for the South Routt
School District (SoRoCo).
The Parcel’s scenic qualities are striking, controlling a prominent
open hillside that rises dramatically above the Town and naturally draws the eye from many vantage points within Oak Creek. The vibrant aspen groves and shrub-covered
hillsides creating a visual buffer for the Town . These ecosystems also provide seasonal range for elk, mule
deer, and Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, as well as grazing grounds for sheep.

Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land Trust
Other Funding Agencies: Town of
Oak Creek
Total Funding per Acre: $2,860.71
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,785.71

The Applicant: Russ and Clay Garrity, the owners

Total Project Value: $463,000

before this transfer to the Town of Oak Creek, developed a
4.5-mile trail system for hikers, mountain bikers, runners,
and horseback riders on the Parcel over the last several
years and generously opened it to Routt County community members and visitors with a simple request to sign in at
the trail kiosk. The trail system includes a pond, aspen
groves, scrub oak trees, and countless types of flowers and
wildlife, and see over one hundred users a year.
Looking to exit the property, the Garritys gave the Town
an opportunity to acquire the Parcel and preserve it for
perpetual public access as well as its wildlife and open
space attributes.

In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$62,500 (12.2%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$50,000(9.76%)

Town of Oak Creek
$150,500 (29.37%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$200,000 (39.02%)

“The trail amenity is not dissimilar to the access Steamboat residents have to
Spring Creek Trail and Emerald Mountain, just on a little smaller scale,”
wrote the Pilot’s Editorial Board in January. “We think this increases the
town's appeal as a desirable place to live and preserves open space, which
benefits all of Routt County”

Photo by: YVLT
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PDR Project #196

Fisher Meadows

Project Completion: December 2019
Total Acres: 452

The Land: The Fisher Meadows Ranch is a key piece of
the viewshed in northern Routt County. The Ranch’s irriSponsor: Colorado Cattleman’s
gated meadows give rise to aspen woodlands and sageAgriculture Land Trust
brush highlands. The Ranch is important big game habitat,
Other Funding Agencies: Town of
and contributes to the high quality of the riparian habitat
Oak Creek
along the ecologically significant Elk River. The ranch is
Total Funding per Acre: $3,932
productive with adequate water rights, producing roughly
PDR Funding per Acre: $995
318 tons of hay annually. The conservation of this property
is critically important to the 30-year landscape level conservation initiative in the Upper Elk River Valley, adding to the 5,590 acres of land already protected by
conservation easements within three miles of the property.

The Applicant: Steve Stranahan was directly re-

Total Project Value: $1,327,400

sponsible for the donation of conservation easements
on three properties including the 708-acre Whitmer
Ranch, the 365-acre Clark Ranch, and the 875-acre
Murphy Larson Ranch; totaling 1,948 acres, all within 25 miles of Steamboat Springs. His dedication to
conservation and the leasing of agriculturally productive lands to other producers has had a long standing
effect on the agricultural community in the valley.
The addition of this 452 acre property was the final
project in Steve’s conservation plan. As he was unfortunately unable to complete the transaction prior to
passing, his spouse and children are pursuing a conservation easement on the Property in order to complete his extraordinary conservation legacy.

In-Kind Applicant
Contribution
$852,400 (47.96%)

PDR Funded
Trans. Cost
$25,000 (1.41%)

PDR Conservation
Funding
$450,000 (25.32%)

“We believe that the valley is a special place in terms of people, landscape
and culture. As landowners, we share a commitment to protect the special
scenic, rural and working character of this valley as well as to enhance its
agricultural viability. We wish to pass on to future generations a valley that
possesses the special qualities we enjoy today.”
- Upper Elk River Valley Compact

Photo by: CCALT
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Monger Home Ranch

PDR Project #194
Project Completion: May 2020
Total Acres:110

The Land: The Monger Home Ranch sits at the corner
of Routt County Roads 42 and 44 in an attractive stretch
of the lower Elk River Valley. It is located just 7 miles
northwest of Steamboat Springs, a mile west of the Marabou LPS boundary, and roughly a quarter-mile east of an
existing 1,200-acre block of conserved land. This agricultural corridor is distinguished by its sweeping, spectacular
views of the Sleeping Giant, Buffalo Pass, and Mt. Werner / Steamboat Ski Area, with Monger Home Ranch adding to its rural character. A short reach of
the Elk River flows through Monger Home Ranch, supporting irrigated hay meadows that yield
over 2 tons per acre. The irrigated meadows cover approximately 75% of the property; some of
which consists of soils designated “Farmland of Statewide Importance” by the USDA’s Natural
Resources Conservation Service. Conserving this property will not only keep a historic irrigated
meadow in production; it will help ensure the continued availability of important habitat for elk,
mule deer, Greater Sage grouse, Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, bald eagles, Sandhill cranes,
and other wildlife.
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land
Trust
Other Funding Agencies: NRCS
Total Funding per Acre: $4,609
PDR Funding per Acre: $2,382

Total Project Value: $982,200

Photo by: YVLT

The Applicant: The Monger family has owned the property since 1945. Krista Monger and
Justin Warren have been a part of the agricultural operation for 17 years and have lived on the
property since 2015. Through their purchase of the property from the Monger Family Limited Partnership in 2018 –facilitated by easement proceeds from Routt County PDR – Krista and Justin will
have a home base for their agricultural operation. They intend to use the property for hay production and winter feeding (its historic uses), continuing the family’s multi-generational agricultural heritage in Routt County. Their children, Lloyd (10) and Alivia (13), are actively involved in 4-H and
have a promising future in Routt County’s ranching community. As part of a ranch succession plan,
Krista and Justin intend to purchase Larry and Mary Kay’s share of this property and ultimately
pass the property on to their two children.
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Smith Rancho
Deep Creek

PDR Project #188
Project Completion: June 2020
Total Acres: 4,800

The Land: The entire Smith Rancho property in
this area is approximately 17,000 acres. The Conservancy currently holds conservation easements
on 12,031 acres of Smith Rancho. The 2020 project conserved an additional 4,800 acres, resulting
in almost 100% of the ranch under conservation
easement. Deep Creek is located in the elevation
transition zone between sagebrush shrub lands
into mixed conifer and aspen woodlands. Because of the variety of vegetation types on
Deep Creek, it is habitat for several important species including Greater Sage-grouse, Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, elk, deer, mountain lion, and black bear. Smith Rancho is a
key piece in an uninterrupted landscape, and greatly contributes to the open scenic nature
of Routt County. The Ranch contains water and habitat for many birds, mammals, and
other wildlife of conservation value to the state.
Sponsor: The Nature Conservancy
(TNC)
Other Funding Agencies: Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) & TNC
Total Funding per Acre: $438
PDR Funding per Acre: $145

Total Project Value: $5,040,000

The Family: The Smith family has
been living and working on Smith Rancho since the early 1900’s. Three generations of the Smith family have called
this ranch home and made a living from
its agricultural operation. Leland Ray
Smith, Brad Smith’s father, began running sheep in Routt County in 1918.
The Smith Rancho property continues
to be owned and operated by members
of the Smith family to this day.

Photos by: TNC
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PDR Project #191

Starbuck Ranch
Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s
Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT)
Other Funding Agencies:
Upper Yampa Habitat Partnership
Program
Total Funding per Acre: $636
PDR Funding per Acre: $622
Total Project Value: $883,400

Project Completion: June 2020
Total Acres: 707

The Land: The Starbuck Ranch is known by
both locals and summer visitors – the property sits
along County Road 7, a public access point to the
Routt National Forest and popular destinations like
the Yamcolo and Stillwater Reservoirs, Bear Lake,
and Flat Tops Wilderness. The property can also be
seen from Highway 131, which serves as the main
access route to Steamboat Springs from the I-70
corridor. Within 3.5 miles of the Starbuck Ranch,
more than 5,000 acres of private land has already
been conserved, making conservation of the Starbuck Ranch a vital component to completing landscape scale conservation in the area. In total, this
conservation work will ensure that the Yampa Valley remains primarily agriculture in nature and will
continue to attract residents and tourists alike to
scenic, recreational, and cultural opportunities for
years to come. Home to more than just the Clyncke
family – the Starbuck Ranch provides important big
game and sage grouse habitat, and severe winter
and summer range for elk and mule deer. Moose
can be found on the ranch year round. The property
also supports high quality riparian habitat along the
ecologically significant Bear River. The Bear River
is one of the three rivers that forms the beginning of
the Yampa River in southern Routt County.

The Family: Dorothy and Wilbert Clyncke
came to Routt County from Colorado’s Front
Range in 1963, purchasing what is known
today as the Clyncke Ranch. Together, with
their son Richard Clyncke, they ran a
cow/calf operation and raised hay to sell
along the Front Range. In 1985, they acquired the adjacent Starbuck Ranch when
they expanded their agricultural operation.
Today, the Starbuck Ranch is owned and
operated by Richard’s sons, Jeff and Gary
Clyncke and their families.
Photo by: CCALT
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SKCK on the
Yampa River

PDR Project #197
Project Completion: August 2021
Total Acres: 476.58

The Land: SKCK Ranch is located just outside of
Phippsburg, Colorado. Visible from Highway 131, the
Sponsor: Yampa Valley Land
ranch’s irrigated pasture frames the meandering Yampa
Trust (YVLT)
River, harboring many of the characteristics that resiOther Funding Agencies:
dents and visitors alike associate with Routt County.
Colorado Parks & Wildlife
The area’s outstanding scenery and proximity to worldclass recreational opportunities made the SKCK Ranch
Total Funding per Acre: $695
highly vulnerable to residential development. Conversion
PDR Funding per Acre: $563
of the SKCK Ranch would have resulted in the loss of a
scenic landscape, fragmented critical wildlife habitat for
big game, greater Sandhill cranes, Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, and a nesting pair of bald eagles. This project leveraged previous conservation investments to build upon an existing protected landscape of over 3,100 acres within just three miles of the SKCK Ranch.
The Family: A dedication to land
led the Kramer family to permanently
conserve their ranch along the Yampa River. The conservation easement ensures the property will remain open and available for agricultural production. The Kramer family
simultaneously partnered with Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) to
grant a fishing access easement
along approximately two miles of the
Yampa River as it flows through the
ranch. The Kramer family’s dedication to seeing this land permanently
protected, means it will always remain intact for current and future
generations to enjoy.

Total Project Value: $946,393

Photo by:YVLT
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Flying Horse Ranch

PDR Project #200
Project Completion: November 2021
Total Acres: 321

The Land: The Flying Horse Ranch sits along
the western edge of the Routt National Forest south
of Stagecoach State Park.1967. Over the years the
property has supported hunting, fishing, sheep, cattle, horse events, and hay production. Not only
does conservation of the Flying Horse Ranch hold
agricultural and recreational value, it maintains area
wildlife habitat and natural resource health. The
various ecotypes and riparian areas that exist on the Property provide significant natural
habitat for a wide range of wildlife species. Morrison, Silver, and Bushy Creek converge on
the property and flow north from for approximately four miles before meeting the Yampa
River just below the dam of Stagecoach Reservoir. The success of this project means that
a key and cherished Routt County landscape will remain undeveloped and open for
generations to come.
Sponsor: Colorado Cattlemen’s
Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT)
Other Funding Agencies: CCALT
Total Funding per Acre: $1,546
PDR Funding per Acre: $1,484

Total Project Value: $864,953

The Family: The Flying Horse Ranch has
been in the Dequine Family since 1967, and
although the family came to the Colorado
Cattlemen’s Agricultural Land Trust (CCALT)
long before the northwest Colorado real estate markets felt the impact of the COVID-19
pandemic, the recent trends make the conservation of the 321-acre Flying Horse Ranch
all the sweeter. If you were lucky, you may
have attended the Kids Cavalry riding camp,
an all-girls riding camp, hosted each summer
on the Ranch. Today, the Flying Horse
Ranch supports the production of high-quality
horse hay, a small flock of sheep,
and board for the neighborhood’s
horses. The sheep raised on the
property are processed locally for
the Antlers restaurant in Yampa,
CO which is owned by members
of the third generation of the
Dequine Family.

Photo CCALT
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