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Part 1: Statement of Significance
The Elkhead Community Center formerly called the Elkhead Community Club, has been a
prominent structure and landmark, as well as an educational and social center in the West
Routt area since 1948.
After the Elkhead Rock Schoolhouse was closed and schooling was no longer offered at that
location, the Elkhead School District 11 built a one-room schoolhouse at 8105 County Road 86.
Schoolboard minutes from the time indicate that Isadore Bolten, a sheep rancher in the area
who owned a large ranch on Elkhead Creek donated one acre of land along Routt County Road
56, inside the large acreage of his ranch. Prominent families involved with the school at that
time include the Carns, Rhodes, Cork, Covert, Simonton, McIlvaine, Barker, Peterson, Heidel
and Ratcliff families. With mostly local volunteers, the district built a schoolhouse of
cinderblock faced with stucco with a corrugated metal roof.
School was held in the building, usually with just one teacher, from 1948 to 1959. The district
had difficulty hiring teachers and the enrollment varied widely. Various efforts were made to
have indoor plumbing but were not successful. There was an outhouse and a playground which
mainly consisted of a set of swings.
In 1959 the schoolboard decided to close the school and donate the building and the one acre
to the community to be used as a community center. A notice ran in the local paper. The
school district decided to deed the property to the newly formed Elkhead Community Club on
May 28, 1959.

Elkhead District 11, Schoolboard Minutes, May 28, 1959.
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The 1959 notice of the change of purpose and ownership was published in the N.W. Colorado
Press.
Continuing the tradition of the Elkhead Rock Schoolhouse, which was part of the same school
district, the school was the center of the community and there were many dances, potlucks and
other community celebrations at the one-room school. Because it was painted a salmon pink, it
was often referred to as the “pink schoolhouse”. Its official title was the Elkhead School.
After the school closed, and pretty much continuously since then, the one-room school has
served as a vital community center. Typically in the 50s, 60s and 70s, there were several allnight dances held during the summer with a potluck “midnight supper” where angel food cakes
were in abundance. The schoolhouse also hosted wedding receptions, baby showers, memorial
services, Christmas parties, fall gatherings, and other activities. There have been fewer
community events since the 1980s but there has always been an annual party, usually with
music and dance. The traditions of Elkheaders, as well as their friends and descendants, have
been unbroken.
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Recently, due to a failure to turn in paperwork, the Elkhead Community Club/Center lost its taxexempt status and faced a steep tax bill from Routt County. About ten members of the
community rallied and donated the money to pay the tax bill and organized to re-establish the
legal status of the Elkhead Community Center and its charitable tax-exempt status. An annual
scholarship of $1000 is awarded every spring to an outstanding and in need of financial
assistance senior at Hayden High School. The money is paid directly to the college or university
bursar and has already helped six aspiring young people to achieve their dream of going to
college.
The community members have also spent a lot of time and money to repair the building,
including in the summer of 2021 replacing the metal roof. The building could use some more
repair but is open and welcoming to the public and functions well as a community gathering
place as it has for so long. Even though school is no longer held in the building, the spirit of the
Elkhead community is present and alive.
This place deserves historic designation because it is part of the incredible history of
independent school districts – over 50 of them at one time in the county – that served the
children and adults in rural Routt County for so many years. The Elkhead Community Center is
also a significant part of the social history of Routt County where people gathered, and
continue to gather, play music together, socialize, dance, talk about the price of wheat and
livestock and generally support each other while living in a remote area of the county. The
community center has been the “glue” that brought strangers and neighbors together. It is the
only public building left in the old Elkhead district (the Elkhead Rock Schoolhouse has been in
private hands since 1962) and as such, merits historic designation.
Part 2: Architecture and Location
The Elkhead Community Center is a humble one-story, one room building. It measures
approximately 40 feet by 60 feet. It was built of cinderblock which was covered by stucco. It
has ample wood frame, single pane windows on all four sides. The floor is made of solid wood 4” tongue and groove fir. The floor is worn and has not been refinished, but it still serves well.
There are two small blackboards on the north and east walls, leftover from the building’s days
as a school. As far as we know, none of the original furnishings survive except the old wood
cookstove in the kitchen.
The interior is now partially partitioned so that the west end of the building functions as a
kitchen and food serving area. There is a very old wood cookstove in the kitchen but it is no
longer attached to a functioning chimney. There is also an old stoker furnace on the north side
of the interior that once burned coal but it, too, has long been out of use. There are two doors
which face each other in the middle of the building – one opens to the south and the other to
the north.
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Electricity was lost to the building sometime in the 1980s and the electrical pole was taken
down. This was not due to failure to pay the bill; ECC members have not been able to figure
out why YVEA shut off the electricity and cut the utility pole down. The wiring inside the
building is probably now far out of code. The cost of bringing electricity back to the building is
at this time prohibitive.
The building never had running water in the kitchen and never had an indoor bathroom. At
some point a sink was added to the kitchen but it was never connected to a water supply.
There is no well or other water on the property. The one acre is partially fenced on its western
side. The rest of the acre is not fenced and is part of the fields currently owned by Elkhead
Ranch and Heather Sterling. There is a large ditch that runs along the northern side of the
property and has occasionally caused drainage problems for the building. The building sits
approximately 50 feet from Routt County Road 56, a gravel road running east/west from the
Moffat county line toward other county roads that connect to RCR 80. The building is
accessible in the wintertime because this section of RCR 56 is plowed in winter.
Part 3: Summary Paragraph
The Elkhead Community Center located in northwest Routt County is a former one-room school
that served children in the remote Elkhead School District 11 after the Elkhead Rock
Schoolhouse was closed. A neighboring rancher, Isadore Bolton, donated an acre out of ranch
property to the school district. This Elkhead school was in operation from 1948 until 1959. In
1959 the district deeded the school building and the surrounding acre to the community for
social and educational purposes to serve as a community center. The building and surrounding
one acre became the Elkhead Community Club/Center and has been used continuously since
1959 as a social and educational gathering place. The former one-room school building, now
community center, is a stucco finished cinderblock building with a metal roof located at 8015
Routt County Road 56, Hayden, Colorado 81639.
Part 4: Maps
Plat Map (Attached)
County Map with arrow showing location (Attached)
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Part 5: Photographs

Aerial photo showing Elkhead Community Center and boundary line for the one-acre property
situated along Routt County Road 56 in the northwest part of the county.
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Historic photograph. This is what the old school and now the Elkhead Community Center has
looked like since the late 1950s. Currently there is a new roof and fresh exterior paint.
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Elkhead Community Center north facing side. June 2021 with new roof and recent exterior
paint.
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Elkhead Community Center, June 2021, south-facing side.

Attachments:
Deed showing legal physical description
Tax Assessment Form
Plat Map from County Clerk’s office
County Map with arrow showing location
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August 25, 1959 Hayden School District to Elkhead Community Club:
Deed with legal description of property.
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