Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation
Conservation Easement Monitoring Report

Name of the Conservation Easement: Thorpe Mountain
State: Colorado

County: Routt

Easement Transaction Summary (e.g., acres, phases, amendments, sales):
In 2011, Thorpe Mountain LLC generously donated a Conservation Easement (CE) to the
Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation (RMEF) on 417.41 acres (Phase II) of the 3,126-acre Flying
Diamond Ranch. In 2012, the landowners amended the original deed of CE and donated an
additional 368.83 acres to RMEF (Phase IIIB Addition). In October 2013, the deed was
amended a second time to add language requested by the Great Outdoors Colorado Trust
Fund (GOCO).
In 2013, RMEF completed a third phase with Thorpe Mountain LLC. This was a purchased CE
protecting an additional 237 acres (Phase III). Both GOCO and Routt County provided
funding and support for this Phase III.
In 2015, RMEF completed phases IV and V with Thorpe Mountain LLC protecting an
additional 449 acres. Both GOCO and Routt County provided funding support for Phase IV,
293 acres. Phase V was donated to RMEF on 156 acres. In summary, RMEF holds
approximately 1,472 acres in CE with the Flying Diamond Ranch.
Note: 365 acres of the Ranch are protected by a CE with the Colorado Cattlemen’s
Agricultural Land Trust. A second parcel of 540 acres is protected by an easement with the
Colorado Division of Wildlife. These two CEs together are referred to as Phase I.
Name of Original Easement(s) Grantor(s):
• Phase II & IIIB – Flying Diamond (Colorado) Trust, signed by Wesley John Adams, Joel
Robert Adams, Trace Thomas Adams, and Daniel K. Newell, as Trustees
• Phase III – Thorpe Mountain LLC, signed by John R. Adams as LLC Manager
• Phase IV - Thorpe Mountain LLC, signed by John R. Adams as LLC Manager
• Phase V – Wesley John Adams, Joel Robert Adams, and Trace Thomas Adams as
tenants in common
Date of Easement(s):
• Phase II – 417.41 acres – Recorded on November 4, 2011 (donated)
• Phase IIIB – 368.83 acres – Recorded on June 15, 2012 (donated), amending the
November 4, 2011 deed
• Phase II & IIB – Recorded on October 18, 2013, amending the June 15, 2012 deed
resulting in one Deed of CE protecting 786.24 acres (417.41 acres + 368.83 acres).
• Phase III – 237 acres – Recorded on October 18, 2013 (purchased CE)
• Phase IV – 293 acres – Recorded on July 2, 2015 (purchased CE)
• Phase V – 156 acres – Recorded on June 26, 2015 (donated CE)
Landowner contact information on file at RMEF.
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Date Monitored: June 29, 2021

Date Last Monitored: August 26, 2020

Monitored by: Jarren Kuipers, Land Steward Services LLC
Accompanied by: Cody McHaffie, Ranch Manager
List the Conservation Values protected by this Easement:
The property remains in a substantially undisturbed, natural state, and therefore in addition
to its agricultural value, has significant ecological, open space, and wildlife habitat values,
and also important values for hunting and other outdoor recreational values. The property is
located on the north slopes and summit ridge of Thorpe Mountain in the south-central
portion of Routt County and has aspen forest, coniferous forest, oak shrubland and riparian
ecosystems. These ecosystems provide fall concentration habitat for black bears, summer
range and winter concentration for elk, and summer range for mule deer. Riparian habitat
provides potential habitat for the northern leopard frog. Oak shrubland and aspen forest
provide winter and transitional habitat for sharp-tailed grouse. The property also provides
open space/scenic values. Refer to the Deeds of CE for more information.
ATTENTION EASEMENT OWNER(S):
RMEF strongly encourages you to review your Deed(s) of CE periodically, especially the
Permitted and Prohibited Uses and Practices on the CE property. Some activities may
require Prior Notice and Approval from RMEF. If you need a copy of your Deed(s), please
contact the RMEF Staff member who monitors your easement or call the RMEF at 800CALL-ELK and ask for the Lands Department. We appreciate our partnership.
Since the last monitoring visit, please identify any activities on the property, any activities
planned for the future, and whether any reserved rights were exercised.
New buildings or other construction:
No new buildings or other construction observed or mentioned on any of the phases.
New road construction:
No new road construction observed or mentioned on any of the phases.
Mineral extraction or excavation:
No mineral extraction observed or mentioned on any of the phases.
Forest management and Habitat Enhancement activities:
In the past years they had been treating oak brush, but work was minimal last year. They plan
to continue that habitat work in the future.
As noted in previous monitoring reports, and per Section 2.a. of the Wildlife Management
Plan (WMP), limited treatments to reset the succession oak brush and sagebrush habitat may
benefit big game species. Any treatment plan should also consider big game as well as
grouse habitat objectives and address the anticipated heavy use on new sprouts. Treatments
may include using controlled burns, roller chopping and other mechanical treatments, and
should take place between July 16 and March 1 in order to minimize impacts to nesting
migratory birds and Columbian sharp-tailed grouse.
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The Deed(s) of CE address these activities under Section 7.o. and require RMEF approval.
Since these activities are permitted and recommended in the WMP, and the WMP was
approved by all parties at the time of closings, these activities are permitted and received
approval in the WMP.
Noxious weed infestation:
They get some whitetop, Canada thistle and musk thistle, particularly along roads and other
disturbed areas. They also target larkspur. Noxious weeds are treated annually.
Cropland management:
No cropland occurs on Phases II and IIIb. Phase IV and Phase III have some irrigated hayland.
Last year it was primarily grazed due to the drought. This year they plan to start haying
again.
Livestock use and management:
Last year they grazed with approximately 108 pairs and 70 bred heifers on the easement and
other lands from June through early October and this year they grazed with 108 heifers for a
significant reduction.
Livestock grazing is in line with the Wildlife Management Plans on file, which outline the
recommended stocking rate and annual grazing season for the ranch.
Water developments and water rights:
No observed or mentioned.
Describe significant wildlife management practices, habitat improvements, wildlife
population trends, wildlife observations or other activities related to land stewardship:
It was reported that elk are primarily stable in spite of high calf mortality. Deer seem to be
decreasing and bear seem to be increasing.
There were no specific habitat improvement projects this last year beyond regular
maintenance.
General property conditions and observations:
It was a second year of drought and as a result they ended up grazing much of the hayland
last year. However, everything looked quite good during the visit. The one exception was
Thorpe Mountain III, north of the highway, which was grazed very short. If they ended up
getting some rain later in the summer, it might have bounced back to some degree, but it
should be carefully managed going forward if they remain in a drought.
Owner or representative comments on any unusual or adverse influences impacting the
property (e.g., trespass by neighbor’s livestock, poaching, plant or animal disease, increased
human activity or habitat conversion in area):
None observed or mentioned.
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Does landowner permit public hunting on CE? Is the landowner enrolled in a state agency
hunter access program (e.g., block management)? If yes, is it an annual agreement or a longterm agreement?
The ranch provides guided hunts from archery through the second rifle season. They
harvested six elk, two bears and one mountain lion.
Method of monitoring (foot, horseback, vehicle, aerial):
Vehicle and foot.
Time spent monitoring:
Three hours.
Weather conditions at the time of monitoring:
Warm and partly cloudy.
Provide description of the area that was observed during the inspection (such as the entire
property, eastern boundaries of the south road, etc.) and provide routes of travel:
I traveled some of the main roads on the north end of the property and drove to the south
end and hiked into some of the rougher ground. The ground higher up on the mountain was
not accessed this time due to time constraints. For more detail see the map in Appendix A.
Photos taken?
Yes. See Appendix B.
Concerns/Violations:
No concerns or violations were observed or mentioned.

By signing this report below, I attest that I monitored the property on the Date Monitored
above, and that all photos included in the Appendix were taken by me during the site visit, on
the Date Monitored, and that the photographs are an accurate depiction of the subject
photographed.
Monitor’s Signature:

Date: October 25, 2021

Monitor’s Printed Name and Title: Jarren Kuipers – Land Steward Services LLC
Monitor’s Mailing Address: 1505 21st St., Cody, WY 82414

(Note: Mailing Address only required for non-RMEF staff members.)
RMEF Headquarters│5705 Grant Creek Rd│Missoula, MT 59808-8249│(800) CALL ELK│WWW.RMEF.ORG
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Appendix A – Map
Mapped photo numbers correspond with the last three digits of the photo number stamped on the photos in Appendix B.
Additional photos available upon request.

PP2

PP1

PP4

PP3

PP5

Phase III

Phase IV
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Appendix B - Photos
PP1, Photo 1: Looking south at phase IV vegetation and landscape.

PP2: Looking west at the equipment shed in Thorpe Mtn III.

PP2: Looking east at the corrals in Thorpe Mtn III.
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PP3: Looking at portions of Phase V, IV, and unencumbered lands.

PP4: Looking west across Thorpe Mtn II to Thorp Mtn III.

PP5: Looking south across Thorpe V.
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